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ABSTRACT 

Language is a powerful means of communication. It is a medium to express one’s feeling, ideas 

and emotion. It connects the people of diverse culture and nation. But in the modern scenario the language 

is also seen as barrier in different social contexts. Instead of celebrating diversity within languages there is 

growing competition to prove one’s language superior to other. This paper will discuss varieties in 

languages in South Asian Countries and the problems and challenges which are generally faced by the 

language learners. The focus of study is globalization of English and its effect on regional languages. 
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In India, English is wrongly associated with the history of colonization and has acquired the status 

of second language.As‘Lingua Franca’ English plays a significant role in establishing foreign relations. It 

would be no exaggeration to say that English has become an international language. 
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As far as the way is concerned towards language teaching and learning as a part of our education 

system, no doubt, it is progressing day by day and today has become a status symbol. The need of the 

present time is to be competent in skillful use of English as it is not only associated with one’s intellectual 

enhancement and career advancement but also with one’s prestige. 

In this era of globalization and rapid technological advancement English as a language has found 

itself in a remarkable position of prominence and power reaching to every continent or worldwide. Its 

global impact can be observed into the realms of education, business, politics, technology, 

communication, entertainment, and the media. Thus, English has its far reaching effect throughout the 

world. But there are various factors which come as a hurdle for growth of language. 

On the one side English has become today’s need while on the other we notice most of the times 

English is treated as a subject just like Mathematics, and Science but not as a Language. From the primary 

level the priority is always making the language familiar and no practice is offered to the students towards 

the attainment of fluency in language. When a child is introduced two languages at a time, which is 

against the language learning formula, he becomes confused and tries to replace the new sounds with that 

of the known sounds of his mother tongue. 

Many challenges arise in terms of languages worldwide. For instance, the education system in 

India has introduced three language formula where English is treated either as second language or third 

language only but not the primary one. The order of priority is given to regional language or mother 

tongue, national language and then comes English. But this three language formula is misunderstood by 

students who use three-in-one language formula and mix language using the words of all the three 

languages or two languages. This is the situation at school level.  

Besides this, when a student enters in twelfth standard or Intermediate course his/ her entire 

concentration is on only group subjects PCM, Biology etc. During examination he/she will be assessed 

only in the subject matter not in language skills. Unfortunately all the competitive tests, entrance tests for 

higher education even other states tests are based on MCQ pattern or objective model so they test only 

technical knowledge of the students. No entrance test is theoretical so he/she loses touch of proficiency in 
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language skills. Though the student studies the entire course in English but struggles to explain even his 

technical concepts fluently. Apart from this, all the international level tests like TOEFL and IELTS target 

to test the student’s language skills which they have forgotten long back. 

The paper will highlight the major problems in learning and teaching English in India with special 

reference to language based issues in Pakistan, and Bangladesh. Though we know learning English in 

India is need based but learning differs depending on the need of the learners and purposes. For instance, 

Who are the learners? Are they belonging to the rural area or urban area? or In which culture learning is 

taking place? 

There are various problems which a learner is facing in learning English in India. The first problem 

is the learner’s mother tongue. The mother tongue of the learner interferes in learning second language. 

For instance Hindi, native language of India keeps interfering in learning English. It prevents the learning 

of second language or target language. One can easily find out the area from which learner belongs- 

Punjabi, Gujarati, Bengali etc. 

The second problem arises is of Pronunciation. The Hindi speaker uses a cluster of sounds like sk/ 

st/ sp etc. He cannot pronounce correct method of these sounds. For instance- school /sku:l/ is pronounced 

by Hindi speaker as ‘isku:l’, and spoon /spu:n/ as ‘ispu:n’ with addition of/i/. Similarly Punjabi and 

Kashmiri speaker insert the vowel ‘ ^’ in spoon as /s pu:n/. For Punjabi speaker ‘support’ will become 

‘sport’ and ‘sport’ will become ‘support’. Kashmiri speakers cannot pronounce the ‘ks’ clusters together. 

They insert the vowel ‘^ ’ between  k and s-/k ^s/. Hence in ‘speaks’ /ks/ becomes k^ s. With Telugu 

speaker the word ‘cup’ /k^ p/ becomes /k ^ppu:/ and the same word is pronounced by Bengali speaker as 

/k ^p/. Thus, it is evident that the mother tongue of the speaker interferes in the pronunciation of sounds 

and words. 

According to India’s census data 422 million speakers are of Hindi, 83 million of Bengali, 75 

million of Telugu, 71 million of Marathi, 60 million of Tamil, 51 million of Urdu, 46 million of Gujarati, 

and 29 million are of Punjabi. So India has a large number of varieties in terms of language and culture. 

Despite this most of the business, trade, and official works are done in English. No doubt, English as a 
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language has dominated the modern scenario but at the cost of crushing local languages as well as native 

language. Perhaps, the colonial mindset of the people is responsible for this. As they associate English 

with their status symbol and do not hesitate to ignore their mother tongue. 

Sometimes learners blindly follow the style of English men and try to be competent in English at 

the same time ignoring their mother tongue or regional language which results into a serious problem. 

They lack proficiency in their native language as well as in their target language too. In some cases 

students start using ‘Hinglish’ as a medium to communicate and this shows non proficiency in both 

languages. 

English maintains a pivotal role as a second language or foreign language in the region of South 

Asia as well as globally. But it is important to understand that not all the varieties of the language reflect 

every quality of the native speaker or inner circle varieties of English such as Standard British or 

American English. Countless local varieties have evolved amidst the various groups of the world with 

differing native language backgrounds that use English to meet their own needs in their own diverse 

contexts. 

Kachru observes with regard to South Asia that, “English is not a homogeneous product in India as 

it is subdivided into its regional as well as local varieties.” These local varieties exhibit their own unique 

linguistic characteristics. Many of these varieties have shown their legitimacy by meeting the needs of the 

local community as well as being internationally intelligible. 

The purpose of the paper is to highlight South Asian varieties of English. It is quite probable that 

English now has more speakers in the region of South Asia than both the United States and the United 

Kingdom put together. According to Olga Maxwell and Janet Fletcher, “The English language in India has 

had the longest exposure and use among the new and emerging varieties of World Englishes, and has 

maintained its status even after the country’s independence, becoming one of the official languages.” 

Indian English as a variety also includes several sub-varieties and pidginized varieties, such as Butler 

English that is used by servants in kitchens or Babu English used by office workers. 
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English is viewed as a language of power, and proficiency worldwide. But in India is often defined 

by social caste and “limited mainly to social elite.” (Bolton et.al, 468) This very political notion can cause 

challenges for the use of English as a medium of education. While the English Language is undoubtedly 

linked with the concepts of economic empowerment, opportunity and advancement for the lower classes, 

this very optimistic promise of a means of climbing the social ladder is also quite politically unstable. The 

“social elite” in India do not wish for anything to be a catalyst for change in the caste system, and thus 

will often protest the teaching of English in primary schools. 

A member of Indian Administrative Service admitted: 

“Most politicians are very wary of English, they know its power, which is why all their children 

go to English medium schools, but…politicians are basically against the spread of English because 

they feel once English medium reaches Government and municipal schools, people will be able to 

understand what all these Americans and British TV Channels are saying. They will be able to 

access the Internet to become a truly global citizen.” (Graddol, 2010)  

This issue is the cause of much debate throughout the parts of India and should be handled 

with caution. Moreover, the educators and academicians in the developing nations of India and 

Bangladesh also face challenges regarding access to resources, publications, research networks, 

and funding. The level of education in many schools is not adequate and many poor families see 

English as the “key to the emancipation of low-castes.” (Bolton, 470) 

As Graddol says, “These trends are fuelling an ‘English transition’ in India.” English connects South 

Asia not only to the rest of the world, but and also the various language groups within the region to each 

other. Its spread can be seen in the contexts of multilingualism, language policy in education, literary 

creativity, and the use of English in media. 

According to Jamila and Mostafa “In independent Bangladesh, English occupies the place of being the 

most important foreign language” and that “it is taught and learned as a compulsory subject alongside 

Bangla, the first language, from the primary level up to the highest level of  study.”(26) Generally 
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speaking Bengali possesses great pride in their language; they celebrate ‘Mother Tongue Day’ as holiday 

to recognize their freedom fighters, and their country’s name, Bangladesh, literally means “land of people 

who speak Bangla.” Despite this linguistic patriotism, English is an asset and a significant part of Bengali 

society. 

The purpose of the paper is not to show language battles rather put our attention on the fact that 

English as a language has progressed beyond measures and has become global language but our local 

languages are not given such importance. Even speaking Hindi is considered as humiliation in high 

society due to their colonial mindset. So the need is to strengthen our regional languages. 

Today English is generally viewed as a language of upper class or rich class because of privatization 

of education system. In order to be competent in speaking and learning English one needs to get admission 

in missionary convent schools or English medium schools which is not possible for lower strata of the 

society as they can’t bear the high expenses of education. In Government schools teaching and learning 

methodology is different and lacking in facilities, equipments and other educational tools. 

A person’s social economic status almost relied on language. The situation in village, town, and with 

tribal people has become worst. They suffer injustice, violation of their democratic rights, repression, and 

sometimes humiliation for not speaking and understanding English. The study shows only English 

education is not sufficient the need of the time is to spread the languages. Many languages can operate the 

global world but requirement of the time is to bring local communities together. 

The social sites like Face book, Google, Microsoft, Samsung etc are providing tools for people and 

state governments in promoting languages. It cannot be ignored that education system around the world is 

failing to prepare students to be successful adults. Students lack basic skills like reading, learning, 

speaking, and writing. They become more competitive than humane. The spirit of morality, brotherhood, 

self reliance is missing. The only aim of study has become to earn a huge amount of money for personal 

enjoyment. 
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Moving further the paper also discusses how English has become a symbol of status not only in India 

but also in other South Asian Countries. For example the native language of Pakistan is Urdu but the 

power politics is in the hands of elite class who are convent educated. The regional language is 

underestimated in front of English. This shows the colonial mentality of the people which allow politics 

policy formation by the socially elite class who are well competent in English, mostly English medium 

educated or their first language is English. 

The deterioration of regional language is going on in the field of politics. The leaders mostly 

communicate in English in media and uses local languages only as a tool to frame their policy against 

rival powers, for their economic growth and befooling poor class in the name of religion. The leaders take 

a notice of their regional languages for their personal benefit. The policy formation of power politics is 

always given to the elite class educated in English. 

One issue regarding the context of Indian students need to be considered is – when a learner becomes 

proficient in English goes to settle in abroad in order to get better future, he/she also has to suffer crisis of 

identity. Only language does not define one’s identity. In such cases physical appearance and features 

becomes hurdle and a learner becomes victim of hybrid identity.  

This study is not to criticize any language but to present certain challenges which a native learner faces 

on the basis of language. How one language dominates the other languages becomes popular beyond 

measures. At the same time learners have to suffer seriously as it is associated with their personality and 

status. ‘East is inferior and West is superior’ this notion is firmly fixed in the hearts of Asian people. It is 

not the fault of language but of so called colonial mentality which needs to be resolved by promoting not 

only one language but by accepting multi-languages. The government has to pay attention and launch 

schemes to promote local languages by bringing local communities together. The present day need is to 

respect various cultures, languages and diversity within country and outside the country too. To sum up, it 

can be said use of language should not be as a barrier but as a variety to define one’s culture and status. 
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