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Abstract:  The employment of films in a classroom motivates the learner as it connects the learner with real life scenario and at 

the time same time makes the language learning process more entertaining and enjoyable. Film is an excellent Teaching - 

Learning Tool in the process of second language acquisition; movies play an important factor as Television and Films are integral 

part of students’ lives. In a second language classroom, films provide examples of English from real world scenarios and exposure 

to natural expressions and the natural flow of speech. The paper focuses on imparting 21st century skills through the movie Life of 

Pi. In the 21st century, industries and corporates are focusing on agility through ‘T’ shaped and ‘𝜋′ shaped skills. 

Index Terms - ‘T’ shaped, ‘𝝅′ shaped skills, Entrepreneurial Skills, 21st Century Skills. 

 

In the age of competition, complexity, and turbulence, it is important for educational organizations to impart life skills to 

learners and also help them prepare or develop the capability to think, plan, strategize, follow and lead to be successful. In this 

competitive world, it is also important to be prepared to deal with failures. As Success has become the buzzword, there is a lot of 

pressure on individuals to be successful.  The confluence of globalization, digitalization, and new demographics calls for 

imparting and inculcating Life Skills to deal with the new environment of complexity and new ways of thinking. The 

requirements of real education are to provide knowledge and imbibe skills that will help an individual fare well in life.  

 

The education system plays a pivotal role in shaping the careers of the students. In an innovation-driven economy, 

students need training in various skills. Education for the past decades has focused mainly on foundational skills like literacy and 

numeracy. The evolving needs of the job market require a unique set of skills to deal with the challenges of Industry 4.0 

 

The students of the 21st century lack the much-needed 21st century skills thereby widening the gap between academia and  

industry. In addition to the foundational skills, students have to adept with certain competencies, such as problem-solving, critical 

thinking, and character skills, like leadership. The National Education Policy 2020 also focuses on the holistic development of the 

learners and also gives vital importance to the 21st century skills for fulfilling New India, New expectations, and new 

requirements of the nation as well as the World.   

 

The Boston Consulting Group (BCG) and the World Economic Forum (WEF) mention the importance of education 

technologies can aid in closing the skills gap. In the 21st century, foundational skills will not help them face global challenges. 

The need of the hour is to equip them with competencies like 4 C’s (21st century Skills) 

● Critical thinking 

● Creative thinking 

● Communication 

● Collaboration 
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The 21st-century skills are grouped into three areas with Teaching - Learning processes focusing on building 

foundational literacies, expanding them into competencies, and developing consequent character qualities. 

 

 

 
  

 

Films bring to the classroom a variety and flexibility of resources and also help in extending the range of teaching 

techniques to hone the four communicative skills - Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. The employment of films acts as a 

springboard for doing follow-up tasks like a quiz on skills, debates on social issues, discussions, role-plays, summarizing, and 

writing reviews for improving writing skills. Varieties of genres of movies for various themes and screening of different types of 

films: feature-length films, short sequences of films, short films, and advertisements add innovation to the English language 

learning classroom. 

This paper focuses on the use of the Movie - Life of Pi for imparting 21st century skills among the students. The movie 

Life of Pi is based on the fantasy adventure book by Yann Martel. The protagonist of the novel is Pi Patel. The novel begins in a 

small family zoo in Pondicherry, India. The boy Piscine was nicknamed as "pee" by his classmates and to end this ordeal, the boy 

adopts the name ‘Pi’. The Symbol ‘Pi’ indicates the strange ability to write down that mathematical constant that begins with 3.14 

and never ends. If Pi is a limitless number, the boy also exhibits a quality to accept no limitations.  

The zoo goes broke, and Pi's father decides to take his family and few animals on a ship to Canada. In a bruising series 

of falls, the ship sank and Pi was the only human survivor along with a zebra, a hyena, an orangutan, and a tiger. The hyena killed 

all the animals except Richard Parker (tiger) because Parker killed the hyena first. Pi survived 227 days on the boat and made it to 

an island almost dead. The theme of the story is that belief can be very powerful. Pi would not have lived to tell his story without 

that belief and determination to survive.  

In the realm of industry 4.0, the focus of learners in equipping knowledge or concepts will not help them to farewell in 

the competitive market. This brings into discussion the ways to bridge the gap between industry and academia. It is also important 

for an individual or a team to be agile. Agility in an organization’s culture, leadership, strategy, and governance adds value to all 

stakeholders who operate in uncertain, complex, and ambiguous environments.  

Agility helps an individual to be adept with skills to operate in a cross functional one and helps to achieve high performance. In 

the 21st century, industries and corporates are focusing on agility through ‘T’ shaped and ′𝜋′.  
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T shaped skills or persons are a metaphor for abilities of an individual. The vertical base of the T shaped represents the 

depth of the related skills and expertise in a particular domain whereas the horizontal base reflects the ability to collaborate across 

disciplines - ushering a multi-disciplinary approach.   

 

From the figure, we can understand that a person is T Shaped personality with deep vertical skills in specialized areas. It 

can be one discipline or in one system or process where the individual is good at analytical thinking and problem solving related 

to one domain. In addition to the vertical expertise, the individual also has skills related to team work, communication skill, 

networking, critical thinking, project and team management. Professionals with T -shaped skill tend to be more flexible, resilient 

and are adept with skills to deal with bottle necks in their work. 

 

 

Professionals who have mastered  T-shaped skills are required to move on to explore  Pi-shape category by obtaining 

broad mastery over general knowledge in addition to  deep functional or domain expertise in two or more knowledge areas. 

People with multiple areas of expertise provide even greater flexibility to the team, particularly to the organizations that have 

limited people resources. It is important to diversify the set of skills to embrace a richer set of opportunities. A 𝜋 shaped 

individual explores deeply a couple of sets of skills, along with multiple superficial competences that will enable him/ her to 

interact with a diversity of profiles and stakeholders.  

 

Teaching to the students of Generation Z (born between 1997-2012), is challenging as they have been raised on the 

internet and social media. They find and complain that the syllabus being taught in the classrooms is not worth as they can access 

the lectures on the internet. They would like to have tasks and activities that are challenging and creative. So in these 

circumstances, the teacher has to shift from teacher centric to learner centric classroom imbibing active teaching methodologies.  

The use of social media encourages students to use smart phones to make them attentive in the classroom puts onus on the 

teachers to innovate methods and pedagogies to cater to outcome based education. Partita Rani Saha & S. Kanchana, in the paper, 

‘The Effect of Using Task-Based Learning Activities in Teaching Academic Writing to Engineering Students’ highlighted the 

importance of task based activities in teaching academic writing to students. Using various types of Learning by doing activities 

fostered the student involvement and enhanced their writing skills.  Writing reviews on books and films helps the learner 

toimprove their writing , analytical and reviewing skills.  
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S. Kanchana & Prativa Rani Saha, in the paper, ‘Integrating Smart Phones in Teaching Listening, Speaking, Reading and 

Writing Skills’, stated the significance of smart phones in teaching the language skills to engineering students that could be made 

more interesting by involving them to explore. Hence, Smart phones have proved to be one of the important devices in the 

teaching learning process and films also serve the purpose. Films also bring a variety of concepts and life skills that can be taught 

to students easily. It also provides flexibility to the language classroom by extending the range of teaching techniques and 

resources, helping students to develop 21st century skills. 

 

The teacher can employ flipped classroom strategy to impart 21st century skills to the learners for using the movie in the 

classroom. The learners are asked to watch the movie “Life of Pi’ outside the classroom. Then a questionnaire related to the 

movie is shared with the students triggering them to think critically. Some of the questions are directly related to the movie and 

some of them are focused on T shaped and 𝜋 shaped skills. 

 
 

The important lessons related to life skills can be imparted through the movie ‘Life of PI’ are presented in form of a 

picture given below. 
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In addition to Life Skills, skills related to entrepreneurship can also be taught to the learners. 

 

 
 

Conclusion 

The use of movies in classroom is a part of Learning through aesthetics. This stimulates learner reflection. Emotions play 

an important role in the learning attitude of the students thereby influencing the behavior of the learner. To foster the rat ional 

process of learning, cinema offers the audio visual version of storytelling. It enhances the emotional aspect and conveys concepts 

not through teaching but through exploration and students can relate it. Cinema provides emotional memories for developing 

attitudes and can be used as reflective reference.  

  

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcspub.org                                                  © 2022 IJCSPUB | Volume 12, Issue 3 July 2022 | ISSN: 2250-1770 

IJCSP22C1005 International Journal of Current Science (IJCSPUB) www.ijcspub.org 44 
 

References 

Krashen, Stephen D. Second Language Acquisition and Second Language Learning. Prentice-Hall International, 1988. 

Prativa Rani Saha  &  S. Kanchana, The Effect of Using Task-Based Learning Activities in Teaching Academic Writing to 

Engineering Students, The criterion, 2015. 

S. Kanchana & Prativa Rani Saha, Integrating Smart Phones in Teaching Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing Skills, 

International Journal of English Language, Literature and Translation Studies, Vol.2, S.1, 2015. 

Martel, Yann. Life of Pi. New York: Harcourt, Inc., 2001 

.https://collegeinfogeek.com/become-t-shaped-person/ 

https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf 

https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/careers/soft-skills/t-shaped-skills/ 

 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/
https://www.education.gov.in/sites/upload_files/mhrd/files/NEP_Final_English_0.pdf
https://corporatefinanceinstitute.com/resources/careers/soft-skills/t-shaped-skills/

