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Abstract 

From the last 62 years i.e. 1959 onwards, the people of the Tibetan community have been resettled 

in India. India has remained the host country to Tibetans for morethan 60 years back. In the year 1959 in 

the territory of Tibet, the Chinese annexation in the name of liberation has forced to taking refuge of His 

Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama along with 80,000 Tibetans in India as a political refugee. With this the large 

influx of Tibetans into India has continued till 2008 but after unrest in Tibet with less number of Tibetans 

coming out from Tibet. The estimated population of Tibetans living in India was 94,203 as per 

(Demographic survey of Tibetans in Exile-2009). Apart from India, 13514 living in Nepal, 1298 in Bhutan 

and 18920 elsewhere in the world. But as per the survey report of 2019 the present population of Tibetans 

outside Tibet is 145150, out of which 1,00,000 estimated population of Tibetans residing in india.And apart 

from India, near about  16000 living in Nepal, 1800 in Bhutan and 25000 in other parts of the world. 

Moreover there are 41 Tibetan settlements located in different locations of India like Karnataka, Himachal, 

Uttrakhand, Arunachal, J&K & West Bengal. Dharamshala is the largest settlement of North India having 

the 8157 population number comprising 4424 males and 4093 females (2019). The proportion of 

population segment of Dharamsala settlement shares 52% of Tibetan population of Himachal Pradesh. As 

for as Nepal & Bhutan is concerned 17 Tibetans settlements are confined in Nepal and 7 in Bhutan as per 

survey report of 2019. Bylakupee in Masore Distt. of Karnataka is the largest and ancient Tibetan 

settlements of South India which is also known as little Tibet. This  paper is purely based on the secondary 

data. The statistical tools like bar graph, comparative bar graph, pie charts and trends are used to measure 

the demographic changes in the Tibetan settlements. The results of the study reveals that there exists a 

difference in literacy among the Tibetans pre and post exile born.  
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1. Introduction: 

India has remained the host country for people of Tibetan community from the 1959 onwards. 

Tibetans along with its leader His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama has taken refuge in India after Chinese 

occupation of Tibet in 1959. After India, the people of Tibetan community also have taken refuge in Nepal 

and Bhutan mostly. His Holiness The Dalai Lama and members of the Tibetan Govt., followed by 80,000 

Tibetan escaped. People of Tibetan community had sought political asylum in India and adjoining 

countries like Nepal, Bhutan itself. The Prime Minister of India of that time Pandit Jawahalal Nehru who 

agreed to provide all kind of help to the people of Tibetan community until their return back to their own 

country Tibet. As a result of this the Head quarter of the Central Tibetan Administration is based at 

Dharamsala in Himachal Pradesh (Distt. Kangra) and Tibetans were settled in different locations of India 

as well as in Nepal and Bhutan. At present, as per Department of Homes (Central Tibetan Administration), 

there are 65 Tibetan settlements across India and adjoining countries. These settlements were further 

classified by Central Tibetan Administration on the bases of three criteria (1) handicraft/Industrial based 

settlements (2) scattered settlements (3) Agricultural based settlements.  

In the very beginning some followers came with His Holiness at Mussoorie hill station of 

Uttrakhand. At that time he also established capital of Tibetan Govt. in exile, firstly during April 29, 1959 

at Mussoorie and then the capital city was shifted to Dharamshala in Himachal Pradesh during May, 1960 

later.Because, Himachal Pradesh is very close to Tibet and its physiographic and climatic conditions are 

much more similar to Tibet. Secondly, former trade relations with Himachal also became the pull factor to 

Tibetans, Apart from these factors the followers of Buddhist religion also dominate in the two adjoining 

distt. of Himachal, namely Kinnaur &Lahual Spiti. So it was presumed more appropriate place for the 

people of Tibetan community to settle and establish exile H.Q. at Dharamsala in Himachal Pradesh.  
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II. Review of Literature: 

Tibetan population is the main stay of Tibetan community. It remains to be an important theme of 

Academic research and concern of scholars and scientists belonging to various disciplines. A number of 

research themes is spatial dimensions of Tibetan population and their  religion appear at national and 

regional level. These are closely associated with the study of religious angle. Many anthropologists, 

sociologists as well as geographers, historian have contributed generously in this regard. The contribution 

of different scholars are quite note worthy in the field of various aspects of the Tibetan population as a 

whole.  

 

In (1980), Dr. Shrisha Patel pointed out that the anthropogenetic study of Tibetan refugees in 

Orissa. A famous sociologist Girija Saklani in (1984) in his famous book “The uprooted Tibetans in India” 

gave a detailed account of Tibetans pertaining to the different aspects like family and marriage system, 

about the teachings of Tibetan religion and generational change among the Tibetan Youth. In (1988) ugen 

gombo, another famous scholar who focused on the change in the Tibetan refugees pertaining to the socio 

and cultural aspects in his doctoral thesis. In the year (1990) T.B. Subba also highlighted in his book 

“Flight and Adaptation” Tibetan refugees, in the Darjeeling Sikkim Himalaya about the adaptations of 

Tibetan refugees in the Himalayas. 

 

In (1991) famous text “Tibetans in Exile” case study of the settlements of North India by the 

students of University of Trondhiem (Norway), namely M. Havattam, Kirsti ronning, O, thufto all 

collectively highlighted about the Tibetan in Exile-historical background, rehabilitation of the refugees. In 

(2000) another scholar. J. Russel also emphasized in his book (Dharamshala-Tibetan, refugee) about the 

various institute of Tibetans like Tibetan library, Namgayal monastery, Institute of  Buddhist  Dialects, 

Norbulingka Institute, Dolmaling nunnery, and famous Tibetan Institute of performing Arts (TIPA). He has 

highlighted upon the functions of these institute which are locate in the exile.  

 

In the year of (2002) Bhatia Shushum et al. highlighted on “A Social and demographic study of 

Tibetan refugees in India”. The study periods were w.e.f. 1994 to 1996 and highlighted about the 

distinction between Tibetan population on the basis of India born Tibetan and Tibet born in terms of 

literacy attainment. The study revealed that Indian born people were more literate than the Tibet born 

persons.  

In (2004) planning commission, Central Tibetan Administration also made an analytic study under 

the text “Tibetan community in Exile” – Demographic and Socio Economic Issues (1998-2001).  

In (2013) Marbanlang E.K. focus on demographic pecularties of Tibetan rehabilitants and their 

livelihood activities of Mundgod Taluk of Uttar Kannada Distt. (Karnatka) during the year of (2009-10).  
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In (2014), Tenzin Tsekyi, and Dr. Navitha Thimmaiah also focus on the Demographic status of 

Tibetan settlements in Karnatka. In their study the scholars have highlighted about the Demographic 

pictures of Tibetan settlements in Karnatka over a period of seven years starting from (2007-08) to (2013-

14).  

 

III. Conceptual issues:-  

Tibetan settlements:- Tibetans settlements were created in India after 1959 failed uprising against 

Chinese  illegal occupation of Tibet in the name of liberation by people republic of Chinese troop.  

Tibetans:- Tibetans are people who hail from Tibet.They speak Tibetans as a common language. 

Religious Buddhism if followed by majority of the Tibetans.  

General Literacy rate:-Refers to the overall literacy rate of a given population irrespective of their 

age.  

Effective literacy rate:-Refers to literacy rate which does not include population aged five years 

and below.  

Education – Education means developing and cultivating various physical, intellectual, aesthetic 

and moral values, in an individual.  

 

IV. Objectives 

The main objectives of the research paper as follows. 

 To analyse the literacy and educational level attained by Tibetans in exile i.e. India, Nepal & 

Bhutan. 

 To analyse the literacy status by age groups among Tibetans in exile i.e. India, Nepal & 

Bhutan and elsewhere around the world.  

 To compare general and effective literacy rates of 2009 and 1998 Tibetan demographic 

survey.  

V. Hypothesis  

The following are the hypothesis of the study/research 

 Gender wise variation in the literacy status of Tibetans does exist mostly.  

 The variation in literacy status of Tibetans does exist mostly in terms of pre born& post born 

exile population.  

VI. Data and methodology 

This paper is purely based on secondary data.Statistical tools like bar graph, i.e. simple bar chart, 

comparative & multiple bar charts are used to show the demographic changes in literacy level among 
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Tibetans with relation to 1998 and 2009; survey report. Literacy status of Tibetans in India, Nepal and 

Bhutan also shown by age group and sex wise in the form of statistical Tables. The data were collected 

from Tibetan representative zonal office Dharamsala as well as CTA (Central Tibetan 

AdministrationDharamsala) etc.  

VII. Result and Discussion 

The simple statistical tools like bar chart, statistical Tables, has been used to present the 

comparative picture of gender wise literacy status, general and effective literacy rate among males & 

females population of Tibetans resided in India, Nepal and Bhutan in relation to 2009 and 1998 

demographic survey.  

Literacy Rate and Educational system 

Literacy, which is generally defined as ability of a person to read and write with full understanding 

in any one language is the important attribute for socio-economic development of the society. The concept 

of literacy is very liberal. Literacy is an important demographic feature which portrays the quality of 

population and provides impetus to the economic development.  

People are generally classified as literate and illiterate. Education affects the general behavior and 

personality of a household. It brings qualitative change in people as members of society. Education not 

only reshapes people as better social beings, it also helps them in maintaining their families in an 

appropriate manner through better resources and their use and planning. Education not only affects the 

social life of household, but, it has also been considered as a determinant of productivity. Education affects 

an individual’s response to innovations. It is believed that the rate of adoption of new ideas and practices is 

higher among educated ones as compared to illiterate ones. Studies on these lines in many countries 

support the above reasoning.”  

Education of the children has been the most important concern for the Tibetan community in exile 

right since the early days of refugee. Towards this end, schools exclusively for Tibetans were set up all 

over India, Nepal and Bhutan, covering all the Tibetan settlement, since then hundreds of Tibetan children 

have educated from schools and joined colleges and universities in India and abroad.  

Literacy Status  

As in 1998, the Tibetan demographic Survey in 2009 based literacy status on one’s ability to read 

and write with understanding in any language. A person who can only read but cannot write is not 

considered a literate persons as per the survey. A literate person may not have any formal education or 

attained a certain level of educational standard.  
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Table1:  General and effective literacy rates of Tibetans in exile compared between TDS 1998 

and TDS 2009 

(a)  TDS 1998 (Tibetans in India and Nepal)  

Literacy 

Status  

General Literacy Rate Effective Literacy Rate 

M % F % T % M % F % T % 

Literates 38461 75.3 24927 61.6 63388 69.3 38461 80.5 24927 66.9 63388 74.5 

Illiterates 12598 24.7 15516 38.4 28114 30.7 9315 19.5 12360 33.1 21675 25.5 

Total 51059 100 40443 100 91502 100 47776 100 37287 100 85063 100 

Source: Tibetan Demographic Survey (1998) 

 

Fig.1 : Male, Female & Total (general & effective literacy rate, 1998) 

 

(b) TDS 2009  (Tibetans in India, Nepal and Bhutan) 

Literacy 

Status  

General Literacy Rate Effective Literacy Rate 

M % F % T % M % F % T % 

NR/NC 208 0.3 126 0.3 334 0.3 207 0.4 125 0.3 332 0.3 

Literate 51843 85.6 34545 71.4 86388 79.2 51247 88.7 33929 74.4 85176 82.4 

Illiterate 8548 14.1 13745 28.4 22293 20.4 6313 10.9 11576 25.4 17889 17.3 

Total 60599 100 48416 100 109015 100 57767 100 45630 100 103397 100 

Source: TDS 09 (NR = Non respondent; NC # Not clear) 
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Fig 2: Male, Female & Total (general & effective literacy rate)   (2009) 

 

 

General and effective literate rates:- 

General literacy rate refers to the overall literacy rate of a given population irrespective of their age. 

Whereas, effective literacy rate does not include population aged 5 years and below. In the tables 1 (a) & 

(b), a comparison is made between the literacy status of TDS 1998 and TDS 2009 (Fig 1 &2). There has 

been marked improvement in the literacy status over the past one decade. General literacy rate which was 

around 69% in 1998, has improved to 79  per cent in 2009. Similarly, effective literacy rate of 74.5 per cent 

in 1998 has jumped to 82.4 per cent in 2009. Overall improvement in literacy status is also reflected in the 

comparison made across male and female population separately.  

Table2: Literacy Status of Tibetans in India, Nepal and Bhutan by age groups and sex wise 

Age 

groups 

Literates Male 

Literate 

%age 

Population Literates Female 

literate 

%age 

Population Literates Total 

Literate 

%age 

Population 

0-4 299 13.3 2246 313 14.0 2238 612 13.6 4484 

5-9 2688 79.3 3391 2647 81.7 3241 5335 80.4 6632 

10-14 4668 98.4 4743 4351 97.9 4443 9019 98.2 9186 

15-19 6028 98.7 6106 5169 98.1 5267 11197 98.5 11373 

20-24 7376 97.9 7533 5199 95.6 5441 12575 96.9 12974 

25-29 7980 96.8 8246 4617 90.5 5103 12597 94.4 13349 

30-34 6070 94.7 6407 3418 83.3 4101 9488 90.3 10508 

35-39 4273 91.9 4651 2563 77.3 3314 6836 85.8 7968 

40-44 2822 89.6 3150 1703 68.6 2481 4525 80.4 5631 

45-49 1829 83.0 2204 1111 56.8 1955 2940 70.7 4159 
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50-54 1320 79.3 1664 950 53.5 1776 2270 66.0 3440 

55-59 1082 77.7 1393 784 48.0 1634 1866 61.6 3027 

60-64 892 69.7 1279 382 28.9 1323 1274 49.0 2602 

65-69 953 61.8 1541 237 17.4 1359 1190 41.0 2900 

70-74 1056 58.5 1805 160 12.5 1276 1216 39.5 3081 

75-79 745 53.8 1384 113 11.1 1014 858 35.8 2398 

80-84 353 48.8 724 74 11.5 642 427 31.3 1366 

85-89 157 45.1 348 38 10.5 362 195 27.5 710 

90-94 44 55.7 79 18 20.7 87 62 37.3 166 

95-99 25 67.6 37 07 16.7 42 32 40.5 79 

Unknown 1183 70.9 1668 691 52.6 1314 1874 62.8 2982 

Total 51843 85.6 60599 34545 71.4 48416 86388 79.2 109.015 

Source: T.D.S.(2009) 

 

Literacy status by age-groups:  

Table 02 presents the literacy status of Tibetan men and women corresponding to their age-groups. 

TDS 2009 findings show that the literacy rate is healthier amongst the younger population group of both 

Tibetan men and women. Accompanying Fig. 01 below shows a stark contrast in the literacy rate among 

two different population groups. Tibetan men and women who were born in exile or aged 49 are fare much 

better in terms of literacy rate when compared with the population group, who were 50 years, and older at 

the time of the survey.  

 

Table 3: Percentage of literate population compared between pre and post exile born 

population groups.  

Sr. No.  Age groups  Male literacy  Female literacy  Total  

1 0 - 49 84% 77% 81% 

2 50+ 62% 23% 43% 

Source: TDS (2009)  
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Fig. 3: Percentage of literate population compared between pre and post exile born 

population groups 

 

 

The table no. 3 exhibits statics pertaining to the male and female literacy as per, pre and post exile born 

population. If one can visualize the said table then it finds that there is a stark contrast in the literacy rate 

among two age group i.e. 0-49 and 50 plus (Fig 3). In case of 0-49 age group male and female literacy rate 

is much higher than the second age group, i.e.  50+ owing to more educational facilities in exile than Tibet 

or may be more awareness of education among youth population.         

Table 4: Education level attained by Tibetans in India, Nepal and Bhutan 

Sr. 

No. 

Education level 

attained 

Male %age Female %age Total %age 

1 Total Tibetan 

Population  

60599 56% 48416 44% 109015 -100 

2 Illiterates and  

Unknown  

-29188 54% -24937 46% -54125 100% 

3 Total literate 

Population  

31411 57% 23479 43% 54890 100 

4 Primary & Below  6910 22% 5637 24% 12547 23% 

5 Middle and 

Secondary 

11278 36% 9563 41% 20841 38% 

6 Senior secondary 

and plus 

4296 14% 4770 20% 9066 17% 

7 Bachelors and +  2759 9% 2601 11% 5360 10% 

8 Masters and above 792 3% 436 2% 1228 2% 

9 Monastic education  5376 17% 472 2% 5848 11% 

Source TDS 2009 
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 Fig. 4: Education level attained by Tibetans in India, Nepal and Bhutan. 

 

The table 4 shows educational level attained by the individuals has been grouped into 6 different 

categories : i) primary and below (pre-primary and primary level); ii) middle and secondary levels (6th – 

10th grade); iii) senior secondary and plus (11th – 12th grade), and vocational training and diploma or 

certificate courses); iv) bachelors and plus (all bachelor’s degree and additional professional or other 

courses); v) masters and above (all master’s degree or higher qualification and additional professional or 

other courses); and vi) monastic education. As per the TDS 09 findings, more than three quarters (78 per 

cent) of the literate population have not attained any college or university degree. If one excludes the 

literate population belonging to monastic education group, then the non-colleges educated literate 

population jumps to 87 per cent. In percentage terms, both male and female literate population has a similar 

proportion (around 86 per cent each) of their respective population not having attained any college or 

university degree. Within the college or university educated, 77 per cent of them have a bachelor’s degree. 

Proportionally speaking, there are more males (26 per cent) who have attained higher than bachelor’s 

degree when compared with the female college educated population (only 18 per cent).  

The Table no. 4 also furnishes statistics related to the education level; attained by Tibetans in India, 

Nepal and Bhutan as per the census period of 2009 demographic survey. As for as total literate population 

is concerned that 57% male and 43% females are considered as literate persons, if one  can visualize the 

table, the male population having 36% and females having 41% have attained the education upto middle 

and secondary level. 

Secondly, mostly 22% male Tibetan population and 24% female have attained the educational level 

of primary & below (Fig 4).  

As for as masters and above category is concerned, a very little population have attained higher 

education level i.e. near about 3% in case of both gender population.  

If we do comparison from the said table in terms of Monastic education, only 2% females are 

engaged in such religious education owing to small no of nunneries everywhere. But in case of monk 
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population I.e. 17% are fetching monastic education owing to large number of monasteries in every 

settlement and 11% overall population engaged in monastic education.  

 

 

Table 5: Type of Tibetan schools attended by Tibetans in India, Nepal and Bhutan.  

Sr. 

No. 

Type of 

Tibetan 

Schools 

No. of 

Schools 

Male 

Student 

% Female 

Student 

% Total % 

1 Non respondent  --- 517 2.7 269 2.1 786 2.4 

2 STSA 28 1062 5.4 962 7.4 2024 6.2 

3 CTSA 06 3697 19.0 3779 29.1 7476 23.0 

4 TCV 15 5513 28.3 4939 38.0 10452 32.2 

5 THF 04 1208 6.2 1018 7.8 2226 6.9 

6 SLF 9 594 3.0 698 5.4 1292 4.0 

7 Others --- 6900 35.4 1330 10.2 8230 25.3 

 Total 62 19491 100.0 12995 100.0 32486 100.0 

Source: TDS (2009) 

 

Among the Tibetan schools, almost one-third (32 percent) of the Tibetans have attended one of the 

TCV schools, followed by CTSA schools (23 per cent), T.H.F. schools near about (7 per cent), STSA 

schools (6 per cent) and SLF schools (4 per cent). The survey findings suggest that a large number of 

Tibetans have attended “other” Tibetan schools (25 per cent), which could be a combination of monastic 

institutions (both pre and post exile), other Tibetan schools such as Nehru Memorial Tibetan school at 

Clement Town, Uttarakhand, India. As far as number of Tibetans School categories are concerned 28 

schools are or of STSA and 6 of CTSA and 15 of TCV and 4 T.H.F. and 9 of SLF category.   

Educational System in exile 

Education means “developing of an cultivating various physical, intellectual, aesthetic and moral 

faculties, “ in an individual. It is a social process. Education is imparted both by formal and informal ways. 

It is significant means of socialization (Kachroo, 1997).  

Since the illegal Chinese occupation of Tibet in 1959. His Holiness the Dalai Lama and over 

1,30,000 Tibetans have fled in search of political, religious, educational and other basic freedoms. Upon 

coming into exile one of the Dalai Lama’s higher priorities was and continues to be providing care and 

education for Tibetan children, many of whom are orphaned or destitute. He believes that Tibetan youths 
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are the main source of hope for a future free Tibet. Tibetan continual process of developing new ways and 

systems is to express and promote social, cultural and national identity while meeting the challenges of the 

time, The great strides have been made in providing a school education  for every. Tibetan refugee child 

and creating new areas of need such as career planning, adult education, vocational training and job 

placements. The Tibetan Department of Education conducts relevant research as the basis of its planning, 

curriculum, and human resource development. Various projects like Tibetan National Education Policy run 

by the Deptt. Of Education (Tibetan Govt. in Exile) whose aim and objectives are to broaden and enhance 

the scope, effectiveness and relevancy of Tibetan Education.  

The Tibetan educational system facilitates modern scientific education, providing graduates with 

the ability to maintain a successful, self sufficient livelihood which contributes to national development 

and the world itself. However, providing knowledge and skills alone is not enough, students must also be 

supported to in their inner, spiritual and moral development.  

Tibetan National Educational policy is bound to provide essential guidelines to young Tibetans 

regarding language, customs, traditions as well as kind hearted human beings keeping in mind these 

aspects the deptt. Of Education alongwith collaborations from education specialists, academicians, 

community planners and administrators are going to develop a comprehensive Tibetan National Education 

policy.  

It is understanding which has guided the Department of Education (D.O.E) since its inception in 

1960, with one of the seven major departments of the Central Tibetan Administrative (Tibetan Government 

in exile Dharamsala). The Education department is the apex body responsible for providing support for the 

educational and welfare needs of nearly 32000 students in 62 Tibetan schools in India. Nepal, Bhutan 

comprising of both residential and day schools, which range from the pre-primary to the senior secondary 

level.  

By necessity, these schools follow the educational system which require curriculum of the country 

in which they are located. However, Tibetan schools emphasize the integration of Tibetan language values, 

and culture into the curriculum and extracurricular activities.  

 

C.T.S.A.  

Which refers to the Central Tibetans Schools Administration which, is an autonomous body 

established in 1961 by Govt. of India at the request of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and regulated by the 

Indian Ministry of Human Resource Development, to manage and assist schools in India for the education 

of the children of Tibetan refugees.  

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcspub.org                                        © 2022 IJCSPUB | Volume 12, Issue 2 June 2022 | ISSN: 2250-1770 

IJCSP22B1223 International Journal of Current Science (IJCSPUB) www.ijcspub.org 935 
 

The Governing body of the Central Tibetan Schools Administration (C.T.S.A) which is its main 

authority is chaired by the Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Human Resource Development Govt. of India. 

Its members consist of four Indians of different ministries and four Tibetan representatives of his Holiness 

the Dalai Lama view of Central school, Dalhousie (District Chamba) C.T.S.A. school category shares the 

students enrolment near about 23% but T.C.V.  (32 %) category and finally C.T.S.A. stands cause 

responsible for maximum strength the case of C.T.S.A., presently 6 schools are working to impart 

education to children of Tibetan Refugee.  

S.T.S.A. School:  

Sambota Tibetan school Administration: There are 28 schools in this group which  are located in 

India. These schools are funded by the Department of Education “Central Tibetan Administration” and 

administered by S.T.S.A. an autonomous body under Department of Education. The Director of S.T.S.A. is 

appointed by Department of Education day to day administration of the schools is undertaken by the 

respective school heads. The department of education organizes training for the teachers and school heads 

from time to time.  

T.C.V. Tibetan Children’s Village Schools:  

T.C.V. group of schools category was founded in 1960 with its H.Q. at Dharamsala. This school is 

established specially for orphaned and destitute refugee children. It is now one of the largest Tibetan 

schools community. All T.C.V. schools are run on similar pattern and a management committee locally 

makes all appointments. The village director is the executive head while the school principal oversees the 

academic matters. Presently 15 schools are on record in India to provide education to the Tibetans Children 

(Table  5).  

S.L.F. Schools:  

Snow lion foundation schools are located only in Nepal and established during 1972 and which are 

run by snow lion foundation, a registered society based in Kathmandu. Presently 9 schools are working 

only in Nepal to impart education to Tibetan Children (see table no. 5).  

T.H.F. (Tibetans Home Foundation)  

This group of schools category was established in 1962 at mussorie to care for Tibetan children 

separated from their parents. The T.H.F. provides education upto senior secondary level with various 

streams in Arts, Commerce and Science and also runs a vocational training center in various Tibetan 

Handicrafts in addition to this T.H.F. supports students with scholarships for higher studies. At present 04 

school of such category are working in Uttrakhand (India).   
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Vocational Education 

Apart from the academic education, there are many vocational training centres throughout India and 

abroad which impart training in different trades like turning, welding, carpentary, construction, electrical, 

radio and T.V. electronics, secretarial and accountancy and computing, carpenter, plumber, tailor, 

stenographer and so on in 1995. The Norbulingka institute was established at Dharamshala in Himachal. 

The aim of the institute is the preservation and development of the visual, literacy and philosophical arts of 

Tibet. It offers comprehensive courses lasting from 6 to 12 years in the field of metal statues making, wood 

carving. Thangka painting, Tibetan culture. The institute also offers courses in Traditional Tibetan studies 

like philosophy poetry and literature, English, world history, Art history and contemporary studies. 

Completion certificates are awarded to the students who are studying in these very institutes.Various 

vocational educational centres were established at Mundgod (Karnataka). T.C.V. Vocational Centre at 

Selkui Dehradun was also started in 2000 to impart the training of various trades.  

Summary and Conclusion 

In this paper, the demographic attributes like population distribution and literacy rate of Tibetan 

population in exile like India, Nepal and Bhutan have been shown through simple statistical techniques 

likes bar graph chart, statistical tables etc. the finding of the study shows that 62 Tibetans schools of 

different categories are confined in exile i.e. in India, Nepal and Bhutan. Such type of schools is providing 

education to the children of Tibetan refugee. T.C.V. and C.T.S.A. category of schools provide the 

education in large extent to the children of Tibetan community.  

The finding of the study also reflects a stark contrast pertaining to literacy rate in between two 

population groups men and women of Tibetan community who were born in exile (or aged 49 and below) 

having higher rate of literacy with the comparison of population group who were 50 years and older at the 

time of survey.  

The finding of research also shows overall improvement in literacy status is also reflected in the 

comparison made across male and female population separately.  

The findings also prove that there has been a marked improvement in the literacy status over the 

past one decade. If one can do comparison of general literacy rate of two census period of 1998 and 2009. 

Then one can find that, general literacy rate which was around 69.3 percent in 1998, has improved to 79 

percent in 2009. Overall in comparison to TDS 1998 there is an impressive surge of 10.1 percent in general 

literacy rate. Similarly effective literacy rate of 74.5 percent in 1998 has jumped to 82.4 percent in 2009.  
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Finding of research work also reflects that 57 percent male population and 43 percent female 

population comes under literate population category (2009). As per the T.D.S. 2009 findings that more than 

75% of the literate population have not attained any higher degree (i.e. college or university level). In the 

findings, it has been noted that 38% total literate population having middle and secondary education level 

which is higher proportion among all other groups. Whereas 11 percent literate population having the 

monastic education which shows the spiritually and culturally enriched population who are engaged in 

religious oriented education.        
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