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Abstract: The need for denture labeling is important for forensic and social reasons in case patients need to be identified 

individually. The importance of denture marking has long been acknowledged by the dental profession. Over the years, various 

denture marking systems have been reported in the literature, but none till date fulfills all the prescribed ADA specifications. By 

this method denture labeling could be done in existing prosthetic devices or could be incorporated in newly constructed prosthesis. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Identification is an essential requirement of any medicolegal investigation, because a mistaken identity may pose a problem in 

delivering justice. Forensic dentistry is one of the most recent branches of dentistry which deals with medicolegal cases. Labeled 

dentures can be important in identifying people who have lost their memory or in identifying the bodies of those who died in 

disaster.1,2 

 

The importance of placing identification marks on dentures has long been acknowledged by the dental profession, although no 

standard method has been developed.3,4 Majority of the surface marking and inclusion methods are expensive, time consuming, and 

do not permit the incorporation of large amount of information. A procedure for marking accurate identification marks is described 

in this article, which is easy, quick, and esthetically acceptable. 

 

CASE REPORT 

 

A 64 year old female patient reported to Department of Prosthodontics, Crown, Bridge and Implantology, Jaipur Dental College 

with a chief complaint of missing teeth in the upper and lower arches since 2 years. Her history revealed that she was under depression 

since 3 years and was on medication for the same. Due to these medications, it was her tendency to forget things. So, it was decided 

to fabricate a maxillary and mandibular complete denture by using dental labelling technique – Paper Strip Method. 

 

TECHNIQUE - 

 

 The denture was flasked in a conventional manner to trial closure using cellophane sheet. 

 This sheet was removed followed by removal of pink acrylic from the distolingual aspect of the mandibular denture and 

palatal aspect of maxillary denture. 

 A layer of cold mold seal was applied on the surface. 

 Then a layer of properly mixed and kneaded clear heat cure acrylic resin was applied on the surface in which a strip of typed 

paper with the patient's name was embedded after moistening it with monomer. 

 Then the pink heat cure acrylic resin was replaced over this clear acrylic resin layer and the flasks were closed and tightened. 

 Polymerization of the denture was done in the conventional manner followed by deflasking, trimming and polishing of the 

denture. (Fig.1) 
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Fig.1 – Denture Labelling in Complate Denture 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Forensic dentistry includes various odonatological parameters such as bite marks identification, DNA fingerprinting, cheiloscopy 

and rugoscopy. These markers have little but effective use in completely edentulous patients. A prosthodontist play a major role in 

fabrication of prosthesis as identification tool for requirement of medico- legal investigation.5 Dental records of edentulous patients 

are often less due to lack of record keeping and infrequent follow up of the patients by the dental practitioners. Therefore, the provision 

of some form of permanent denture labeling or marking can serve as a tool to these problems. 

 

Denture markers play an important role in forensic sciences and also in identifying a person in any road traffic accident, bombings, 

terrorism, air crashes, typhoons, tsunami etc. Denture marking systems can be divided to two broad categories as surface marking 

and inclusion methods. Surface marking methods involves- Engraving method, Embossing method, Invisible ink method, Fiber tip 

pen method, Heath’s method, Stevensons method, Weckers electro pen method, Laser etching method, Onion skin paper method, 

Denture bar coding method. Inclusion methods include- Lose inclusion method, Youngs method, Dippenars method, Reesons 

method, Clear acrylic T bar method, Olivers method, Lenticular card method, Bar coding method, Radio frequency identification tag, 

Lead foil method, Metallic band according to Swedish guidelines, Photograph inclusion method, Min I Dent method, Data matrix 

code, Microlabelling, Cast embossed identification plate, Ceramic crown engraving method, Memory card method.6 Denture marking 

has more advantages like its significant application in personal identification in case of accidents, disasters and mass destruction of 

human beings, wars, also in identifying lost or misplaced dentures in health care centers, in a coma or unconscious person, diagnostic 

and decision support in medico legal issues, identification among geriatric patients in institutes. 

 

This article describes easy and very cost effective way of denture labeling. The equipment required are easily available in many 

institutes, dental laboratory or dental clinic. The procedure could be easily performed by dental auxiliary personnel thereby reducing 

workload for the dentist. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The value of labelling dentures is immense when a positive identity of an individual is required and to maintain legal records. 

There is a need to offer patients an esthetically suitable denture marking system that is inexpensive and permanent. Hence, an 

appropriate framework within dental education is required to ensure that both student dentists and student dental technologists are 

exposed to denture marking methodologies. 
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