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Abstract 

   A prolific writer in English and Kannada, Sudha Murty (1950) has written novels, technical books, and 

travelogues, collection of short stories, non- fiction pieces and six books for children. She was the recipient 

of the R.K. Narayan Award for Literature and the Padma Shri in 2006. Her books have been translated into 

all the major Indian languages. Sudha Murthy is an active social worker and a feminist. She actively 

participates in different social works like, health care camps, education and empowerment of women, public 

hygiene, art and culture and poverty all alleviation. 

   This paper is to represent how the protagonist Anupama identifies herself as a revolutionary woman even 

after her dejection from her family and the society. As she gets the white patches on her body, she is highly 

rejected by her in-laws. Anu leaves behind all the barbs and taunts of her family and society and moves 

forward with the faith she has on herself. Anupama does not resort to being a traditional house-wife or a 

daughter-in-law who acquiesce to the patriarchal dominance. Instead, she showcases her resilience by 

breaking the stigma and prejudice that has shattered her life. Anupama reveals the revolution of a new 

woman in her, as she refrains herself from the institution of marriage. The author here, portrays how, with 

the help of education and self- confidence, women can deal with millions of obstacles and lead a successful 

and happy life. In the end, Anupama emerges out to be a brave revolutionary woman through her courage 

and resilience. 
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1. Introduction 

 Sudha Murty (1950) is a feminist writer and the chair person of Infosys Foundation. She has written 

in both Kannada and English. Her works are liked by people of all ages.  She has also dedicated herself to 

serve the society. Her vivacious thoughts are reflected in her writing. Her portrayal of characters is taken 

from the real life incidents. She also particularizes the societal problems in her writings and gives solution 

for it. She not only showcases the problem of women, but also pictures their endurance to reach their 

destination. She also point outs the societal stigma which prevents women to get their pretensions. She was 

awarded R.K. Narayan Award and numerous awards for her social works.   

Sudha Murthy is an active social worker and a feminist, writes in Kannada and English. She got her 

B.E. Degree and had been a chairperson of the Infosys Foundation for some time. She worked in different 

places of India. She actively participates in different social works like, health care camps, education and 

empowerment of women, public hygiene, art and culture and poverty all alleviation. She has set at least 

50,000 libraries, built 10,000 public toilets, 2300 houses for the poor and needy. She has received 

‘Attimabbe Award’ from the government of Karnataka and on the whole she is a recipient of 18 different 

awards for her social works. 

1.1. Dejection  

Someone overcoming the loss of a loved one might be in a state of dejection or depression for some 

time. It's all part of the grieving process. Dejection comes from the Latin deicere meaning "throw down." 

When one in a state of dejection, emotions are really thrown down in the dumps. Dejection is also a fancy 

word for the solid excretory product your bowels release. Regardless of which definition one is using, it's 

safe to say that when it comes to one’s well-being, dejection is just not something one wants to hang onto. 
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Some reasons why a person might be rejected by others are, Childhood trauma,Low self-esteem and lack of 

personal boundaries, Negative core beliefs, Personality disorders   etc. 

1.2. Revolution 

  Typically, revolutions take the form of organized movements aimed at effecting change—economic 

change, technological change, political change, or social change. The people who start revolutions have 

determined the institutions currently in place in society have failed or no longer serve their intended 

purpose. 

2. Mahashweta  (2007)  

Sudha Murty’s novel entitled “Mahashweta” seem to have been originated from Bana Bhatt’s 

Sanskrit novel “Kadambari” where Mahashweta plays a significant role as a heroine. The writer tends to use 

mythical method to show the glaring differences between classical love bloomed out of inner beauty of soul 

and modern love which is based on no emotional commitment and sacred bond but on transitory and 

illusionary display of physical beauty. The following expression of the heroine Anupama of the novel 

“Mahashweta” shows her intense and unconditional love to her lover. Dr.Anand does not honour her love 

simply because of the fact she suffers from an incurable disease called leukoderma after marriage.   

Mahashweta is an inspiring story of courage and resilience in a world marred by illusions and 

betrayals. This poignant tale offers hope and solace to the victims of the prejudices that govern society even 

today. In the novel the protagonist Anupama’s fairytale marriage to Anand falls apart, when she discovers a 

white patch on her foot and learns that she has leukoderma. Abandoned by her uncaring in laws and 

insensitive husband, she is forced to return to her father’s home in the village. The social stigma of a 

married woman living with her parents, her stepmother’s continual barbs and the ostracism that 

accompanies her skin condition, forces her to contemplate suicide. Determined to rebuild her life against all 

odds, Anupama goes to Bombay where she finds success, respect and the promise of an enduring friendship. 

 

2.1. Dejection in Mahashweta 

   The story Mahashweta centres on the protagonist Anupama. She is extremely beautiful. As a 

daughter of poor school master, she always does her best to continue her higher studies. She lost her mother 

at a young age. Her grandmother takes care of her and she too passes away within a few years. Her father 

Shamanna marries Sabakka for the second time. The decisions of home are made by Sabakka and Shamanna 

always remains passive. As Anupama is the daughter of her husband’s first wife, Sabakka does not pay 

much attention to her. Sabakka does not like her as her daughters are “plainer” (82) than her. They are not 

knowledgeable like Anupama. Though Anupama is easy going in nature, sometimes Sabakka would treat 

her worst. As Shamanna does not afford money for Anupama’s higher education, she is helped by a kind 

donor under the scheme of education of a girl from the village. Anupama is able to hold the scholarship with 

her hard work. She makes use of her stipend and by the time, she is pursuing her M.A. 

Anupama is embedded with good acting skill. Apart from the studies, she also enacts in the plays to 

raise funds for charitable school. She is able to cope up both her studies and enacting plays. She even sells 

tickets to her circle to raise funds. So she goes to sell tickets to Dr. Desai as he is her father’s friend. There 

she meets Anand who is a doctor and sells two thousand rupees ticket to him. Anand admires her beauty. On 

the day of event, Anand is very eager to look at Anupama and her acting skill. She plays the leading role 

Mahashweta in the play. She enacts well and all her recitations of lines were from the depth of her heart 

shows her love for literature. After watching the play, Anand is totally disturbed by her beauty. She collects 

the details from Shrinath who is the cousin of Dr. Desai. When Anand comes to know, Anupama belongs to 

his caste but from a poor background. Anand is very keen in marrying her. Though Radhakka wants to 

choose her daughter-in-law from a rich family, she does not want to go against the wish of his son. 

They get married. Anupama is very happy that she has married her lover. She feels that everyone would feel 

jealous of her. As Anand plans to go England to continue his studies, Anupama feels sad to leave him. 

Anupama is insisted to stay in Lakshmi Nivas until Deepavali, because she has to perform Lakshmi puja. 

Anupama and Anand agree to it to fulfill the wish of Radhakka.The arrangements for Lakshmi puja are 

being made. Accidentally a red coal falls on the foot of Anupama. After a few days, to her surprise she sees 

a white patch on her foot. She goes to Dr.Rao’ s dermatologist clinic. The doctor tells her that she is 

inflicted with vitiligo which is also known as leukoderma.  

Accidentally Radhakka sees Anupama getting out of the clinic. Anupama is unaware of her situation 

and goes to her room. Radhakka calls her from downstairs and her voice makes everyone to gather there. 

Anupama rolls down from the stairs as her saree gets entangled. As she falls down, everyone is able to see 

her white patches. No one was ready to lift her up only the cook goes and brings her some water. When she 
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is brought back to normal state, Radhakka never feels sympathetic of her. Instead of giving her comfort 

words, she accuses her that she has cheated them. 

 

2.2. Revolution in Mahashweta 

Unlike any other traditional Indian women, Anupama does not succumb to the familial status. The 

first glimpse of a revolutionary woman could be witnessed when, she refrains her father from pleading to 

her mother-in-law.  Without even looking back, she steps out of the house at once. Here, Anu does not 

suppress her self- respect; rather she tries to come out of the dominance that has been imposed on her 

through social stigma and prejudice. For Anupama, her dignity is more important than preserving her 

marriage which only put her into misery. 

Better sense prevails on Anupama and she returns home to go to Bombay in search of a job. Anu 

realizes that when her sister-in-law, Girija could get married into a respectable and rich family despite her 

affair before marriage, why cannot she preserve her respect and individuality by finding her own path? As a 

revolutionary woman, Anu leaves behind all the barbs and taunts of her family and society and moves 

forward with the faith she has on herself. Anupama gracefully embraces her skin condition and pours out all 

her courage to venture into a new beginning in her life. She outcasts all the taunts that has been inflicted 

upon her and goes to Bombay to find a new job and lead her life independently. 

At that moment, she realizes the value of her life, which is indeed an epiphany moment in her life. 

Determined to rebuild her life against all odds, Anupama accepts the invitation from her friend to live in 

Bombay, undergoes a lot of hardships, at the end she is successful, reaches a respectable position, gains 

promise of an enduring friendship and rebuilds her life against all difficulties. 

Anupama arrives in Mumbai. Sumithra, her college friend greets her with open arms. As she moves 

out of her village, everything is new to Anupama. Sumithra shares an apartment with her husband Hari. 

Sumithra told Anupama that she should treat it as her own home and that they would look after her. 

Anupama is taken aback when she heard these comments. She is able to hear such comforting comments 

after hard days. She looks about Bombay for a month. Then, with the support of Hari, Anupama looks for 

work. Hari once informed her that Arthey's office had an opening for a clerk. She went to the interview the 

next day. The panel members are blown away by her academic achievements They offer her a job if she 

wanted it, despite her academic excellence not matching the work requirements. Anupama gladly accepted 

the position. Anupama's life in Bombay is very different. She makes several friends. Anupama, Dolly, and 

the receptionists grew closer. Nobody remembers her past or the white spots. She mixes with individuals 

from other cultures. 

When Anupama receives her first month salary, she is extremely happy. She has become 

economically independent. She sends some money to her father. Anupama plans to move from Sumithra’s 

home, as she feels the couple need privacy. After long days, Anupama is eager to dress herself up and attend 

a marriage of her colleagues. It is the first time after her white patches; she was interested to attend the 

marriage. Anupama discovered that her job as a clerk was no longer exciting or demanding. She feels bored 

because her work does not cultivate her knowledge. Anupama goes to the interview for the position of 

Sanskrit Lecturer at a college on Dolly's advice. Though she hesitates at first, Dolly persuades her to go to 

the interview, and her academic performance help her get the position. She leaves her previous job and 

begins working at her new one. She grows self-sufficient and self-assured.  

Anupama reveals the revolution of a new woman in her, as she refrains herself from the institution of 

marriage. She clearly showcases the readers that woman require no support of a man to lead her own life. 

The author here, portrays how, with the help of education and self- confidence, women can deal with 

millions of obstacles and lead a successful and happy life. In the end, Anupama emerges out to be a brave 

new age woman through her courage and resilience. As the novel moves, she becomes more confident, takes 

up a decent job and earns well which makes her self-sufficed. She sends money to her father, even forgets 

about spreading of the patches in her body. She keeps a good friendship with the right spirited men, like 

Vasanth and Giri since she is matured in her understanding of men, she does not compare them with either 

Anand or Hari. At the end of the novel, she becomes a professor in a college; training and teaching art that 

actually wonder the readers. 

Anupama is once involved in an accident and was taken to the hospital. She is asked to remain for a 

week since her leg had fractured. Her colleagues and pupils pay her a visit. She directs the play Swapna 

Vasavadutta after her recovery and had her students perform the role. Her passion for reading and theatre 

remains constant throughout her life. Her pupils trust in her and treat her with affection. Her devotion to her 

helps her to forget about her shortcomings and illness. She also makes a lot of friends who absolutely trust 

her. 
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As a result, Anupama, as a modern woman, does not fall into the trap of society's belief that single 

women cannot lead fulfilling lives. Anupama's life is drastically altered by her education. When she 

becomes financially independent, her inferiority is dissipated. The decision she makes at the end of the story 

demonstrates her bravery and determination in the face of adversity. Her decision is in opposition to 

patriarchal society. The story Mahashweta shows that even if a woman is rejected, she may stand on her 

own two feet. In her story, Murty depicts a patriarchal society that constantly hampers women's 

advancement and prevents them from achieving liberty. Her characters are more self-reliant, and she 

encourages readers to be as well to reach their destination. Man has never comprehended women's feelings, 

since women constantly support their husbands and remain their shadows. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Anupama breaks the traditional thinking of all women and makes her own carrier and does not get 

bind to the old tradition to serve husband. In the real time this novel is the best inspiration to all women. The 

courage Anupama shows is the most realistic way of life women should choose instead of suffering. The 

reader can see that each sentence of Anupama is the hope in the life of women who is a victim of male 

dominated society. The vitiligo is not the stigma and it does not affect the life of person or nor does it create 

problem to others. Anupama is left abandoned. Her expectations have vanished and now she is capable of 

coping up her situation. Her education paves her economical independence. She is ready to take her own 

decision and withstand all odds of life without depending on anyone. She has realised what her goals are. 

Her words show her confidence and firmness. She makes her aim and she is ready to reach her destination 

by overcoming all her hardships. The most important answer as a reader of the novel or researcher finds is 

that, the education is the only key of Anupama’s success. In her life the education gives her that opportunity 

to raise her voice and revolt against the male domination. This is the only factor which changes the life of 

woman and they become the decision makers in the family. The situation is same for Anupama, where 

education gives her wings and she flies high in the male dominated society. 
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