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Abstract 

This research was conducted over the course of one month of studying and learning with the tribes. 

Community, Bhil are indigenous to the states of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, and 

Rajasthan call in the western Deccan area and central India. Bhil are separated into several endogamous 

territory division, each of which has its own clans lineages. The majority of Bhil today speak the local 

language such as Marathi, Gujarati, or a Hindustani dialect. This research looks into several aspects of the 

tribe. It describes the tribal Education, religion, cultural and tribal community in detail. The information is 

mostly gathered through a participatory strategy, in which an active participant is involved. 
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1. Introduction  

India, commonly known as the "country of spiritual heritage," has a long history of civilization that is 

documented via oral, traditional, and written sources. The Vedas, which are divided into four parts: 

Rugveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, and Atharvaveda, contain much of this knowledge. Puranas, Upanishads, 

Brahmanas, and Aranyakas are the antecedents to Vedas (Chaubey, 2010). The word "tribe" comes from 

the Latin word "tribus," which refers to a certain sort of social and political structure. It can be found in a 

variety of places and communities.  It has different connotations. It is popular in India. Vanvasi, Adivasi, 

and other names have been used since ancient times. A tribe is sometimes referred to as a group of people. 

Indigenous peoples who have a shared language and traditions beliefs, simple social rank, and political 

rites and rituals Resources are organised and owned by a group of people. Each tribe has its own distinct 

culture. It has a particular culture that sets it apart from others tribes (Sen, 2018). A group of over 400 so-
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called impoverished villages included in an official schedule is referred to as a scheduled tribe. The word 

was chosen to identify hill and forest tribes during British India, and the schedule was adopted and 

introduced to the Indian Constitution in 1950. There is no precise definition or set of criteria for the 

classification of tribes and/or tribal people in the country at its most fundamental level. Nonetheless, there 

is a shared understanding of how tribes are classified based on their geographical isolation, deprivation, 

usage of tribal language, animism, and physical characteristics, among other aspects (Ghurye, 1963). Tribal 

people live in or near forest areas, and their livelihoods are reliant on forestland and forest resources. 

Their claim to tribal recognition is interwoven with their claim to traditional natural resource access rights. 

The question of whether the 84 million people classified as scheduled tribes can also be referred to as 

"indigenous people" is a contentious political issue in the country, as such nomenclature could confer 

additional rights on them (Béteille, 1998; Xaxa, 1999). In recent years, a number of Marginalised groups 

have challenged the Indian government's decision to exclude them from the Indian Constitution's 

Scheduled Tribes List. The scheduled tribe category has been inextricably linked with special benefits under 

the Indian Constitution from the colonial period (Ghurye , 1963). The history of forest management has 

been entwined with the social creation of the scheduled tribes category. When the British introduced 

scientific forestry in the early nineteenth century, it ushered in new ways to control forests in India, based 

on the production value of timber, statistical representations of forests, and redefined ways to properly 

use them (Agrawal, 2005). In India, tribal people are known as Adivasis or Janajatis. According to the 2011 

census, they make up 8.6% of India's population. Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, 

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, West Bengal, the North-Eastern states, and the Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands of India have a significant population. They are known as adivasis since they are India's 

first inhabitants. The Indian constitution has designated them as scheduled tribes. Along with the 

Himalayas, a huge tribal belt stretches from Jammu and Kashmir in the north to Uttarakhand in the west, 

and Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, and Nagaland in the north-east. Central India is home to approximately 

75% of our country's tribal population.In reality, tribals can be found in some form or another in practically 

every state in the country. Tribals, also known as adivasis, usually live in segregated and secluded locations 

such as hills and forests. Each tribal group has its own distinct culture, language, and religion. In general, 

tribal communities are egalitarian, and they believe in and practise collective land ownership (Sen, 2018).  

2. History of tribe  

Traditionally, all Indian Territory ethnic groups were designated and addressed as jatis, with a suffix of 

their own ethnic name. Tribe has been identified as a gtroup of animists. The most popular phrase among 

Indians was Janah, which 53 referred to a non-monarchical society with a shared cultural pattern 

(Chaudhury,1977). There was no equivalent word for the English term tribe before India came under 

British rule. The phrase "forest tribes" was used in the 1891 census to describe a population of 16 million 

people. The number of people living in the forest tribes climbed to 22 million in the 1931 census, but the 

term "forest tribes" was dropped in favor of "primitive tribes." The term "backward tribes" was 

reintroduced in 1935. Following independence, these ethnic groups were referred to as Aadivasi and other 

corollary words such as adim jati, adya jati, and so on, who were classified as scheduled tribes under Article 

342 of the constitution. During 1950, the total number of scheduled tribes enlisted climbed from 212 to 

426, with a population of somewhat more than 22 million people. Many communities were known in 

literature by names they didn't recognize, while several widely dispersed historically and culturally diverse 

societies have been brought under a nomenclature, and a number of cognate groups of people have been 

arbitrarily divided into several communities who etiologically call themselves man, according to Pathy 

(Panda et al., 2020).  
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3.  Education 

It is one of the most powerful weapons in the fight against poverty. It is essential to anyone’s  success. 

Education is also a priority for the government, which has made it free and compulsory for all children in 

our country until the eighth grade. Most people from the lower social classes do not see the value of 

education, and they are forced to suffer at every turn of their lives, paying for it by sacrificing their 

fundamental requirements for the rest of their lives. Chhapra is a tribal village in Rajasthan's Banswara 

district, located near Gangartalai. They do not place a premium on education. It is not on the villagers' 

priority list. Children attended to school according to their own wishes; only a primary school is accessible 

in the hamlet; after that, children travelled 3 kilometres to a nearby village until they reached grade VIII, 

after which they travelled 6-7 kilometres for their secondary education. If they wish to continue their 

studies, they must travel to Banswara, which is 60 kilometres away from the village. This is rural India's 

genuine scenario. Language is essential for recognising people from all around the world. People are easily 

categorizeable based on their language. The Bhili language is spoken by the Bhil people, although Vagari 

is the major language spoken by the village inhabitants in this region. It is also a dialect of the Bhili 

language. There are 36 dialects documented in the Bhil community, which vary by geography. The Bhili 

language is based on Gujarati, but it has gradually evolved into a larger spoken language, such as Marathi 

in the south-east and Rajasthan in the northwest (Kumar, 2020). 

3.1 Education problems 

Education is the key to gaining not only knowledge and information, but also to living a better life. Poverty 

and illiteracy, unfortunately, complement each other to a large extent. Education is a necessary 

component for success and advancement in the modern world. It is, however, out of reach for many tribal 

in India. Despite the government's efforts to promote education, the literacy rate among Scheduled Tribes 

remains lower than the national average. According to the 2011 census, only 59 percent of Scheduled 

Tribes are literate. This unfortunate state of affairs is the result of a number of factors. Poverty, a lack of 

resources, a lack of transportation, a lack of awareness, an old mindset, the availability of traditional 

experience and knowledge, a lack of motivation, and other factors all contribute to tribal educational 

backwardness. Formal education has had little impact on tribal groups because it is not deemed necessary 

to fulfil their social obligations. Superstitions, irrational beliefs, myths, and phobias all play a role in their 

lack of interest in education (Sen, 2018). 

4. Tribal religion  

Tylor proposed the first idea concerning primitive (tribe) religion, attempting to trace its origins and 

explain it. According to Tylor, primitive (tribal) man had specific experiences in his dreams; he engaged in 

diverse sorts of activity in his dreams even while sleeping; he met his dead ancestors in dreams and had 

specific experiences. While awake, he had hallucinatory experiences concerning them and other beings; 

he heard the echoes of his own voice. He couldn't seem to separate himself from his own reflection in 

ponds, pools, and rivers. There had to be something invisible in him that had escaped, something unseen 

that was causing him to be who he was dead. As a result of this believing in something unseen, or a force 

that kept people alive when it was inside them and killed them when it left them, appeared. The term 

"soul" refers to such a thing or power. According to Tylor, primitive man must have believed that a human 

being must have two souls: a free soul that could travel wherever it pleased and a slave soul that could 

not. out of him and have experiences, as well as a body soul that would die if it left the body. Primitive 

Man must have realised that when the soul of the body left the body permanently, the person died. 

Animism is the name given to this belief in the soul. (Troisi, J. 1978-79). 
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However, tribal religion encompasses much more than animism. For example, some people believe in a 

"High-God." The High-God is a personal god, distinct from and superior to all other deities and spirits, the 

creator and protector of the moral code, and the master and frequently maker of the universe and of men 

Master of life and death, benign and unchangeable. The High-Priest of the High-Priest of the High-Priest 

of the High-Priest of the High-Priest God is now considered an otiose deity, meaning that he is frequently 

called but rarely worshipped He has faded into obscurity, leaving the planet and men to the mercy of minor 

gods, spirits, and devils. On the event of a death or on particular occasions, any primitive tribe had special 

traditions of devotion for their ancestors feasts (Troisi , J. 1978-79). 

The tribal also believe in the existence of a large number of wicked spirits who have never been human. 

Trees, rocks, rivers and springs, hills and mountains all have spirits Energising them. If they are upset or if 

their sacrifices have not been satisfied, they may damage a human person. If a person becomes ill or 

suffers an injury, despite their suffering, the tribal consult To determine which deity or spirit has been 

insulted and how to placate it, diviners, exorcists, and magicians are used. Black magic is widely blamed 

for the peasants' illnesses and misery. Magic of the dark side White magic, on the other hand, can be used 

to negate this (troisi, J.1979). 

4.1 Tribes of western India and Religion 

The Bhil are one of Western India's biggest tribes, inhabiting Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Bhil, 

and Maharashtra. Many Bhil have converted to Hinduism. There is a legend about being descended from 

a tiger. Bhagavan or Bholo Iswor, a personal ultimate god, is worshipped by the Jhabua Bhil and others. 

They are also Minor deities with temples on hills or under trees are worshipped. Bhagavan is worshipped 

at the settlement. the heart of the sanctuary. There is a human-centered worship of the dead, whose main 

rite, Nukto, is performed in front of the deceased person's home. Nukto purifies and joins the spirits of the 

dead with Bhagavan. The collective ancestor is Gothriz Purvez. In Nukto, the concept of a spirit rider is 

crucial. Purvez, Gothriz, travels with the ghost on part of its trip to the afterlife ( Troisi , J. 1978-79). 

4.2 Tribes of North-East India Religion 

From the distant past until the time of their conversion to Christianity, the hill people of the North East 

had a definite understanding of religion. They believed in a spirit or powerful entity with natural items 

such as a stone, a river, a tree, a mountain peak, and so on. They thought that there were both friendly 

and malevolent spirits. evil that had an impact on man's life Sacrifice was required to keep these ghosts 

happy. There are villagers in every village. Priests who were familiar with the practice of making sacrifices. 

The hill people also had a god that they adored. The Supreme God, who had the highest position in the 

universe. There were quite a few spirits and beings in addition to God. Those who deserved to be 

worshipped were demons. Most of the people of Assam and NEFA (North-East Frontier Agency) live in the 

golden heights of Assam. Eastern Indian tribal people worship their own gods and goddesses and hold 

other faiths in high regard. Almost everyone in the tribe believes in the existence of spirits who move 

nature and guide human behavior. They give them various names and worship them in their own unique 

ways ( Troisi , J. 1978-79). 

The Khasi tribe of Meghalaya believes in the Supreme Being, but their religious rites and ceremonies are 

focused on appeasing the many spirits that surround them, as well as keeping their ancestor spirits happy 

through prayers and offerings. The spirits of the mountains and rivers are also consulted. sacrifices of 

animals or birds as a fair share. The Khasis are said to be big believers in omens and broken egg divination, 

as well as an investigation of the entrails of birds and animals provided in sacrifice. These habits have 

tended to fade away with the rise of Christianity and modern education. It's worth noting that the Khasis 

had priests (Lyngdoh) who were solely responsible for worship. for the good of the community The other 

rites were usually performed by seniors who knew what they were doing. Birth, marriage, and death were 
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all associated with such rites in the past, and they were scrupulously observed. When a Khasi was faced 

with a crisis of any kind, he did not dare to rely on his Neighbour .Rather of relying on his own Judgement, 

he sought the advice of higher, unseen powers who talked to him via the dumb. The language of signs and 

omens One thing, however, should be kept in mind, and this is true not only for men but also for women. 

not only of the Khasis, but also of others, and that India's tribal people live in perpetual fear of evil. They 

are spirits who live in the world around them. 

The Naga tribes of North-East India reside in the highlands. They believe in an earthquake god who used 

earthquakes to construct the earth from the seas. The god's sons now guard mankind and punish those 

who commit wrong. In the mountains, there are other deities who have no name or form. Forests, rivers, 

and lakes need to be appeased because they are hostile to humans. Dreams and omens are commonly 

accepted. Witchcraft is practice, and it is believed that some men have the ability to transform into tigers. 

Because fertile crops relied on a sprinkling of blood from a stranger over the fields, head-hunting was a 

common practice. Many Naga tribes believe in reincarnation, and the deceased are buried in cemeteries. 

the direction in which their forefathers came from. The genna (tabu) philosophy encompasses the entire 

universe. Villages, clans, households, age groups, and sex groupings participate in a succession of 

ceremonies .Whether it's something that's done on a regular basis or as a result of a disaster like an 

earthquake (Trosis, J. 1978 - 79). 

4.3 Tribes of central India Religion  

The Mundas of modern-day Midnapur believe that the supernatural world is inhabited with a plethora of 

spirits. Nature and potentialities are diverse. A handful of these spirits are thought to be beneficial, similar 

to deities, and are worshipped, appeased, or propitiated for the people's good. Furthermore, the Mundas 

think that the world is full of nosy witches and other bad spirits who are continually looking for ways to 

hurt people a group of people. The influence of Daine, or witch, is widespread among the Mundas of this 

region. They witch is rarely spoken freely and openly, and most people do not want to speak or tell about 

her to anyone outsider. They believe, as do the other communities in this region, that a woman can be a 

witch and that she can cast spells. Both males and females are attacked equally This is a crucial and major 

point .Among the tribal, there is a strong belief in witchcraft (Troisi , J. 1978). 

It would be astonishing if the Gonds of Alilabad's religious thoughts and practice had stayed unchanged in 

the face of so many external interference in various sectors of their social and cultural life. Their social 

order is founded on a complex mythology that both explains and legitimate their behavior the way in which 

the various segments of Gond society work and interact. The capacity of the Gonds to hold their own in 

conflicts with many other ethnic groups, and the clan deities are considered to have acted as protectors 

of the members of each clan throughout its lengthy history supports their belief in the deities' strength 

and goodness. As a result, the Gonds had no reason to pursue the preservation of alien gods and the 

division of their allegiances among several cults. 

Maran Buru (Great Mountain) is the most important spirit, who is summoned anytime offerings are made 

and who taught the first Santhals about sex and rice beer production. The beneficent Jaher Era is Maran 

Buru's consort (Lady of the Grove). A yearly cycle of ceremonies linked to the agricultural cycle, as well as 

Life-cycle rituals include prayers to the spirits and offerings for birth, marriage, and burial at death include 

the slaughter of animals, most commonly birds. Religious leaders are medical specialists who are men. 

Witchcraft and divination are two practice that you might engage in. Other tribes in the Northeast and 

Central United States hold similar beliefs. India's Kharia, Munda, and Oraon are examples ( Troisi , J. 1978-

79). 
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4.4 Tribes southern India Religion  

The Todas are a small pastoral community in South India's Nilgiri Hills. They believe in 1600 or 1800 higher 

godlike entities, with On and Teikirzi being the most prominent. The Todas and their buffaloes were 

created by One, the masculine god of Amnodr, the land of the dead. He was a dairy farmer himself. Teikirzi 

is a female divinity who is more important for the people she once controlled in the past. Toda social and 

ceremonial laws were developed by the Nilgiri. The majority of the other gods are hill gods, each with their 

own set of characteristics with a certain hill. There are two river gods, one for each of the two major rivers. 

The buffaloes and their milk are central to Toda religion. The dairies are the temples. Many Indian tribes, 

such as the Kadugollas of Karnataka, who worship gods like Junjappa, demonstrate significant syncretism 

with Hinduism. In truth, Yattappa, Patappa, and Cittappa are more devoted to Siva, who controls their 

festivals and lives observances of religion Local deities, such as the Bedanayakas of Karnataka, are still 

important who adore Papanayakas, a deity who is said to have lived among them 300-400 years ago as a 

holy man who was capable of performing miracles ( Trosis ,J 1978 ). 

5. Tribal culture 

The number of tribal living in this land since ancient times is significant in india. Since tribal culture has a 

distinct identity, it is important to know and understand it. If tribal culture is to be understood, it can be 

understood only in the context of Indian culture - civilization. 

Tribal culture differs from classical or classical folk culture. Although tribal culture has many elements of 

folk culture; but has an exceptionally relationship with prashit culture. Tribal culture combines ancient and 

modern cultures. 

The distinctive identity of tribal culture remained intact for years; but their special culture is on the verge 

of extinction due to the exposure of different people due to Christian missionary as well as post-

independence development plans. 

Definition of tribal culture  

BHUPENDRA BHRAMBHATT – “Tribal culture is a culture that is dominated by mass festivals, celebrations, 

dances and songs, emphasizing the way of life that maintains direct contact with nature and maintains 

ecological balance.” ( Dr. Bhupendra Bhrmbhatt ,2017) 

Tribal culture is reflected in the way of life of the tribes, their customs and their simple beliefs. 

There are four characteristics of tribal culture. 

1) Small in size 

2) Diversity 

3) Uniqueness 

4) Self-reliance 

These four features are closely related to the geographical and demographic situation of the tribal society. 

5.1 Culture of Tribal Art 

Tribal do labour that comes naturally to them. They don't regard art to be an aesthetic medium. It is a 

necessary aspect of their lives for them. Rather than elucidating tribal art, it is possible to state that tribal 

culture has some distinct artistic characteristics. Medium, instruments, process, function, learning, life, 

continuity, togetherness, science, and so on are some of these characteristics. 
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Here, we'll talk about their painting, song-music-dance, and ceramics, as well as learn about tribal society. 

 5.2 Painting  

 Paintings of Rathwa ‘s pithora, new paintings of Choudhuri, ribs of Kunkani, Bharadi of Bhil, paintings of 

Gotraj of Bhil Garasiya are some of the gifts of tribal painting. He lives with the picture that is painted on 

the wall of the house of Rathva people which is painted by the deities. All together draw, fast while 

drawing. Also before painting seven virgins do the same. Picture is made with music, dance and song. 

Picture is a festive element of group life. In their picture gods come, kings come, farmers come, tress-

leaves, sun-moon, creatures, animals-birds all come and they have bright colors. 

 5.3 Song -Music- Dance 

Song, music and dance are important parts of tribal life culture. Song, music and dance are the work of 

infusing new consciousness, joy and life into their economically disparate lives. The different tigers of their 

music are very important in tribal music. The tiger is made of wood, made using bone and leather. Their 

musical instruments include leather instruments like drums etc. Sushir instruments include flute, Conch, 

harp, bhungal. Stringed instruments, include fiddle and bore and their folk songs with these musical 

instruments like Dobru, Transa , Manjira. They constantly sing song that weave seasons, gods and social 

life of the tribes Dancing is very important in life. Their dances are collective. Such as Gheraiya dance, Tarfa 

dance of dang district, dobru dance etc. are seen. 

5.4 Ceramic 

 Among the tribes, there is a distinct pottery culture. Clay is used to manufacture utensils, toys, and idols. 

Bhil - Garashiya clay horses are offered to God in the Poshi area of Gujarat. They hold the horse in the 

same regard as a living horse. Chaudhary, Gamit, Dhodia, Bhil, and Rathwa are tribal castes in Gujarat who 

construct clay horses, elephants, tigers, cows, oxen, men, and women, and dedicate them to god. In tribal 

culture, values and beliefs that are all part of nature have always been significant. 

 

5.5 Tribal community 

Different tribal communities live in India, with distinct social, cultural and economic lifestyles different 

from the rural and urban communities, and mostly live a primitive community life. 

Primitive castes, tribes or aboriginal communities are referred to as Scheduled Tribes on the basis of Article 

342 (1) of the Constitution. 

The Imperial Gazetteer describes the tribal community as follows: 

“Tribals are a community of several families who are intermarried groups with the same name and dialect 

and are believed to live in the same region or are natives of the same region." 

The tribal community differs from the rest of the community in social arrangements and other matters. 

The characteristics of the tribal community in terms of community can be shown as under. 

1. Clearly defined geographic location  

This is a key aspect of community definition. Each tribal community has a set geographical area, such as 

the north-eastern strip of Gujarat from Sabarkantha to Ahwa-Dang, where the majority of tribal 

communities reside. Identify their permanent geographic location as their home. 
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2. Alternative name 

Each neighbourhood has its own name. Similarly, each tribal community has its own distinct name. Bhil, 

Dubla, Bavcha, and other Gujarati dialects are still used to identify the group. 

3. Similar dialects or languages 

Each tribal society has its own own dialect or language. The script is not found in India's tribal communities, 

but there are languages or dialects that are similar. 

4. Interdependence between community members 

Primitive society is relatively simple and monotonous. In addition to language, such monotony exists in 

business, family arrangements, marriage arrangements, etc. Well known sociologist Emile Darkhaim 

describes such a social community as mechanical unity. This community is mechanical in the sense that 

the groups within it are mechanically connected to each other. Which almost all do the same business e.g., 

community farming, animal husbandry, natural food integration, etc. Each family earns its living through 

its own community economic activity. Which have a simple division of labor. 

In order to maintain the community spirit among the tribal, many festivals, festivities as well as 

recreational activities are celebrated together with the members of the community. Their dances are also 

not personal. 

Bihu dance or Dangi dance of Gujarat or any tribal dance in the world is seen in community form. Social 

customs, traditions are not individualistic but community. Community practices are important in religious 

practice. In the tribal community the family in which kinship relations are more important. The kinship 

system is more developed. 

In religion, they mostly worship the elements of nature as gods. Believers in many kinds of superstitions, 

such as ghosts and witches. Worship, beliefs, values are important in the ways of religion in raising the 

community spirit. 

5. Youth Residences 

Some tribal communities have separate youth shelters for youth. Where they are given community 

education. Hunting or subsistence training is socialized according to the norms of the society. 

6. Social management 

The tribal community's administrator is the chief person, who is also the group's leader. It has complete 

control over the entire community. It establishes its own community norms, which control community 

members' behavior. The standard must be followed by all members of the community. It is thought that if 

any community member behaves in a way that is harmful to the community as a whole, he would face 

harsh punishment if the community's norms are not followed. As part of the penalty, the individual may 

be removed from the community. 

Thus, the tribe community, which is the principal plain community, has its own distinct culture, primary 

division of labour, greater kinship ties, and the group's authority is concentrated in the hands of a single 

individual. 
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