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ABSTRACT 

Tourism has emerged as one of the biggest industries in the world and providing employability as well 

as enhancing the economy of the different geographical space in the world. An aesthetic natural beauty of the 

tourist sites as well as destines/ historical monuments/ waterfalls/ modern architecture/ man-made wonderful 

creations/ religious centers etc, are the main attractions fallowed by the accessibility of transportation and 

accommodations along with human knowledge. The religious tourism is one of the types of tourism and playing 

an important role to contribute its share in the tourism industry. Due to the tourism, the environment of the any 

tourists destines should not deteriorate its original identity. Therefore, an environmental impact component must 

be taken into consideration in any tourist destines. In view of this, the attempt has been made in this paper to 

discuss the impact of religious tourism on environment of Renuka Yellamma Devi Temple, Savadatti of Belgaum 

District in Karnatakla State. It is situated at Yallamma Gudda about five Kilometers from Savdatti, a Taluka of 

Belguam District of Karnataka State. The present paper has two fold objectives one is mainly focusing on the 

rituals performed by the devotees on the auspicious occasions and worshipping days in the temple premises the 

other one is assessing the rituals performed by the devotees has larger impact on environment in the temple 

premises. It has rich historical background and on an average 5,00000 devotees and their associates are 

assembled in the temple premises on the New Moon Day and 5000 to 15,000 every day not only from the 

Karnataka State, but also from the neighboring State of Maharastra and the then State of Andhra Pradesh. The 

temple has 88 hectares of land in the hill of 1097 hectares. The confined investigation is based on both the 
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primary and secondary sources of information and accordingly collected from the Temple Trustee Authorities 

related to the number of devotees performing the rituals on the specious occasion, special worshipping days and 

daily visitors, number of vehicles brought by the devotees and their fees, temple entrée fees, Accommodations, 

Number of employees, priests and income, expenditure etc,. The analytical method has employed and arrived 

the effective conclusion and suggestions. 

Key Words:  Religious Tourism, Cultural Identity and Environment Impact. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Religious tourism is one of the important types of tourism and gaining much significance in the world. 

As far Indian scenario is concerned, it is more predominant not only to the histo-cultural background but also 

fur-forming religious rituals even in the modern India also. India has a rich cultural heritage with multi-religious 

united nation and having much diversity and performing verities of religious rituals by worshiping many god 

and goddess. The divine power of the deity is believed concept and accordingly performing the various rituals 

in different places in different levels is an indication of the power of the god/goddess based on their psychological 

perception. Therefore, the deities have been attracting devotes and their associates becoming the religious 

tourists.   

Jaganath, 2013 opined that the deities are mostly worshiped by the group of people who are gathered in 

a place by constructing the building an abode such as temples, shrines, beneath any tree or above the platform 

with or without roof. These people considered the deity of the concern place as their guardian deity or the one 

who protects the village from illness and who helps them in their prosperity and goodness of their place.   

In India, devotees are worshiping the god / goddess not only in the specific occasions but also every day.  

The divine blessings are to be required to lead the life without forgotten that the duty is deity, which is the 

cultural identity. The illiteracy, superstations, fundamentalist attitude, forced culture etc, advocated the fear of 

god in the mind of the people for centuries together might have been the main reasons for strong belief of the 

deity. It has been observed that many places of India, where devotees have been performing the rituals throughout 

the year. In the light of above discussion, the attempt has been made in this paper to focus on the religious tourism 

from environmental point of view by considering Shri Renuka Yallamma Devi Temple taken into consideration 

for investigation. 

It is situated at YallammaGudda about five Kilometers from Savdatti, a Taluka of Belguam District of 

Karnataka State. It has rich historical background and on an average 5,00000 devotees and their associates are 

assembled in the temple premises on the New Moon Day and 5000 to 15,000 every day  not only from the 

Karnataka State ,but also from the neighboring State of  Maharastra and the then State of Andhra Pradesh. The 

temple has 88 hectares of land in the hill of 1097 hectares.  

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcspub.org                                            © 2022 IJCSPUB | Volume 12, Issue 1 February 2022 | ISSN: 2250-1770 

IJCSP22A1103 International Journal of Current Science (IJCSPUB) www.ijcspub.org 855 
 

Brief History of the Temple: 

 The goddess Renuka / Yellamma temple is situated at Savadatti, Belgaum District of Karnataka has deep 

historical background and worshipping since 8th century under the influence of king belonging to Jaina Sect. The 

political   powers passes through the various rulers the different types of myths were developed according their 

belief and rituals practiced. The 9th century, 11th, 12th, 15th and 16th century were witnessed with evidences of 

emergence of goddess with different perception. Later on, the local people and culture were dominated in 

worshipping the goddess. There are some hints about the connection of prostitution and came to be called and 

divine one and it even became a religious practice and continued as a custom which paved the way for the 

emergence of Devadasi system and also practiced centuries together. Recently, Government of Karnataka has 

banned the practice of devadasi system, however, the worshipping goddess with rituals is continued till today.  

 Renuka is a famous as a wife of Jamadgni had five sons among them Parasuram is well known son of 

Jamadagni. One day all children went outside and Renuka sought permission from Jamadagni and went to bath 

in a river. While returning she saw Chitraratha the king of Martikavarata sporting in the water along with his 

wife. This made her into a mood for sport. She became pale and shame after seeing this. In this condition she 

reached the hermitage. Jamadgni after noticing her and her situation knew what happened to her and came to a 

conclusion that she had done a sin. As their son’s    returned to hermitage, he ordered the sons one by one to kill 

Renuka by beheading her. The first four disobeyed. When Parasuram was ordered, he obeyed it and beheaded 

his mother. Jamadgni was satisfied. Pleased with his son parasuram, Jamadagni asked him to demand boons he 

deserved then and accordingly Parasuram demanded that my mother should come back the life along with others 

and she should free from the sin of matricide and accordingly started worshipping her as a Yellamma. 

Review of Literature: 

 As per the available literature is concerned, it has been observed that very few of the studies have been 

conducted by the anthropologists, sociologists and psychologist from different aspects of goddess Yallamma and 

mainly focused on the practicing of Devadasi System from the cultural point of views. Tarachand (1987) 

conducted a survey and accordingly on women on sacred prostitution from devadasi background. Jogan Shankar 

(1988) discussed the devadasi cult practicing in the society and also identified the determinants of persistence 

and continuity of devadasi system. Kamala (1992) conducted a cultural study on Savadatti Yellamma and devadsi 

system. Taradevi (2006) focused on the rehabilitation centers of Devadasi of Belgaum district and Nadoni (2007) 

is also studied the rehabilitation of devadasi from sociological point of view. Recently, Jaganathan (2017) has 

delt the historical and cultural background of Yellamma Cult and divine prostitution from the psychological 

perception. Therefore, first of its kind that the attempt has been made by the geographer to discuss the impact of 

rituals on environment of the temple premises. 
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Objectives: 

The present paper has two fold objectives one is mainly focusing on the rituals performed by the devotees 

on the auspicious occasions and worshipping days in the temple premises the other one is assessing the rituals 

performed by the devotees has larger impact on environment in the temple premises. 

Hypothesis:   

It is hypothesized that the rituals performed by the devotees as a cultural identity but not leads to 

deteriorate the existing environment in the premises. 

Data Base and Methodology: 

The confined investigation is based on both the primary and secondary sources of information and 

accordingly collected from the Temple Trustee Authorities related to the number of devotees performing the 

rituals on the specious occasion, special worshipping days and daily visitors, number of vehicles brought by the 

devotees and their fees, temple entrée fees, Accommodations, Number of employees, priests and income, 

expenditure etc,. The quantity of Bhandar is sold by the 2285 shops along with the pooja materials and also 215 

non-pooja material shop owners have been interviewed, the fire wood sold by the local people, the information 

for performing the rituals by the devotees has also interviewed and gathered the information. On an average 200 

family devotees have been interacted and they have narrated the way which they worship goddess. The collected 

information has been complied and prepared neat tables and diagrams. The analytical method has been employed 

based on the empirical study and accordingly analyzed. 

Analysis: 

 The empirical observation is reflecting and focusing on environmental point of view and accordingly 

analyzed. The performing the rituals by the devotees as per the priests costmary procedures and the management 

of the temple trustee with local people in the temple premises is discussed in the form of scenario of the temple 

(Table-I). 

The temple has 300 employees, among which 80 persons are Government employees with an Executive 

Officer and 220 Non-Government employees. There are 15 Priests and two Chief Priests working morning 5.00 

to 6.30 am and in the evening 4.30 to 6.30 pm every day. The Darshan (Visit to Goddess) timings 6.30 am to 

4.30 pm and 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm is opened to the devotees and closed by 9.30 pm every day. The immediate 

darshan fee is Rs 100/- per person and for special Darshan fees Rs 50/- is fixed. Tuesday and Friday is being the 

special worshipping days of the Goddess with different rituals for eight months and December to April the normal 

pooja will be held. There are 22 donation boxes in the temple premises and opening every fifteen days. 
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Table-1: Particulars of Pooja hours, fees collection and number of devotees, 2017. 

Name of the Items Particulars of the Items 

No of Employees. 300 

Donation Boxes. 22 

Opening of the Donation Boxes. Every 15 days. 

DarshanTimings. 6.30am to 6.30pm. 

Immediate Darshan Fees. Rs 100/- per person. 

Special Darshan fees. Rs.50/- per person. 

Number of Shops for pooja items. 2285 

Other Shops other than the pooja items. 215 

No of Devotees in Normal days. Nearly 5000 per day. 

Tuesday& Friday are the Special Days. Nearly 15,000 per day. 

Full Moon Day (Banad)  in the month of 

Dec/Jan of every year  

Approximately  

5,00 000 per festival. 

No of Families assembled in a festival 

days. 

Nearly 8000-10,000 

family. 

Other than the family devotees in 

festival days. 

Nearly 30,000 devotees. 

Quantity of Wood Used by the 

Devotees. 

72, tones per festival 

days. 

Garbage Produced. 90, 000 tones per 

festival days. 

   Source: Compiled from the field work by the Author, 2017. 
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Table -II: Collection of fees from the shops, 2017. 

SL 

No. 

Name of the Shops No of 

Shops 

% of 

Shops 

Yearly Collection 

of Fees (in Rs) 

              

     % of 

Collection             

of Fees 

1 Shopping Complex 146 22.33 65,42,919=00 40.02 

2 Singpore Complex 54 08.26 6,98043=00 04.27 

3 80 feet Roadside 

Shops 

55 08.41 31,86,387=00 19.49 

4 Open Land Shop 399 61.00 59,23,382=00 36.22 

 Total 654 100.00 16,35,0731=00 100.00 

Sources: Compiled by the author from the Trustee Temple Authority,2017.  

                      

Table-II indicates that the number of shops and their source of income from the different shopping 

complexes in the temple premises is clearly reflect that the maximum number shops are in open land shops and 

contribute 36.32 percent of the income to the trustee to the tune of Rs 16,35,0731 from 654 shops. As far as the 

collection of fees is concerned, the Shopping Complex alone collects 40.02 percent, which is the highest with 

146 shops. The remaining Singapore Complex and 80 feet road Side Shops collects the fees according their size 

of the shops ( Fig.1&2). These shops have been allotted to the traders on the rental basis. The rent is not fixed 

and will be changing as per the decisions of the trustees time to time.  
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Table-III: Particulars of the Vehicles, Devotees and Collection of Fees from 2011-16. 

Year No of Vehicles       Total     

   Vehicles 

No of Devotees        Yearly 

Collection of  Fees    (in 

RS) 
   Three 

Wheelers 

   Four 

Wheelers 

       Six 

Wheelers 

2011-12 1951 2821 331 5103    82,725   1,40,200=00 

2012-13 1846 3323 245 5514    93,440   1,50,840=00 

2013-14 1680 3012 380 5072    87,640   1,42,960=00 

2014-15 1543 3037 383 4963    87,605   1,41,120=00 

2015-16 1899 3197 886 5982       1,17,735   1,58,190=00 

Total 8919    15030       2325     26634  4,68,945  7,33,310=00 

Sources: Compiled from the Temple Trusty Authority and personal computation, 2017.   

Table III and fig.3 reveals the fact that the number of vehicles have been increasing from 2011 to 2016 

continuously except two wheelers. It clearly indicates that the more number of devotees have been 

accommodated in these vehicles to travel from their origin to destiny. There are 4,68,945 devotes  have attended 

the festival. As per as the vehicle fees are concerned, it has reached to the tune of Rs 1,58,190=00 of the 5982 

vehicles with 1,17,735 devotees for the year 2015-16 (Table-III). The two wheelers parking fees is Rs 53,508=00 

and an entry fees of Rs 10148=00. The Donation Boxes ( Hundi) contribution is the huge amount to the tune of 

Rs 45501282=00. Therefore, much of the income is assured to the trustees, which is a good avenue.  

Table -IV: Accommodation Facilities Available in the premises. 

SL.NO Accommodation Facilities No of Rooms Bed Capacity  

in a Room 

Total Bed 

Capacity 

1 Room Complex 51 04 204 

2 YatriNivas 62 06 372 

3 Dormentry 05 02 10 

4 Public Works Department  05 04 20 

5 Fast Food Centre 02 20 40 

6 Tourism Department 05 04 20 

 Total            130 40 666 

Sources: Compiled from the temple records and personal computation, 2017. 

The accommodation facilities are insignificant which is not catering to the devotees expectations. There 

are 130 rooms are available with the bed capacity of 666 in a different places of the premises as indicated in the 

table-IV. Therefore, there is no proportion of the accommodations to the devotees in the temple premises. As a 

result, the open stay is inevitable for them, which is an accord seen for the ladies or women in the premises.  

The highest number of devotees has been recorded in the auspicious occasion and the family who have 

stayed in the premises, they used to prepare Naivadhya (The food for pooja ) by using the wood being sold in 

the temple premises by the surrounding villages. The half of the fired wood is left and materials bought by the 
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devotees are also kept their. The wood being sold in the festival days in the premises is 72 tones. There is a belief 

that whatever they prepared and bought by them to the premises cannot be taken back. This belief is paved the 

way for creating the garbage heaps. On an average, the family is being produced five to eight kilograms of the 

garbage. As for the collected information is concerned, the total garbage has been produced in an auspicious day 

is being heaped to the tune of 90 tons per festival which is serious environmental issue. Hence, the hypothesis is 

confirmed with evidence and therefore, the study has brought out some of the observations and suggestions to 

maintain the environment to fur-form the rituals by the devotees.  

Observations: 

The study has conducted in the microscopic level and some of the observations have been made and are 

as follows: 

1.  The devotees dip into the water with neem leaves, Turmeric Powder (Bhandar) and other materials are 

used as a one of the rituals before entry into the temple premises for worshipping the goddess. They leave 

all these and clean their clothes in the same water, which is unhygienic and leads to the pollution of the 

water. 

2.   The devotes are using Bhandara by throwing to the temple as one of the rituals, while entry into the 

temple premises for worshipping the goddess with so much of belief and faith, but it hurting to note that 

it has been rolling in the feet of everyone who walks in the temple is not a good sign. After that it will be 

collected and cleaned and arranged for resale, which is not fair practice. 

3.  The preparation of Naivedhy (Preparing the food for PooJa) is prepared in the open kitchen by using fire 

wood in the temple premises. They kept left out food and the materials brought by them their itself. The 

devotees come by the bullock cart, the dung of the bullock is also remained there and is not cleaned. 

Which is another un-hygienic seen has been observed in the premises and surrounding area. 

4 The open kitchen is responsible for production of large quantity of smoke, which leads to pollution not 

only in the premises but also added to the atmosphere. 

5  It is hearting to note that, the open defecation (obluations) and open kitchen in the same premises is 

unhealthy not only from the health point of view but also from environment along with that the devotees 

take the food there itself.  

6.  The accommodation facilities for the devotees are extremely in-sufficient and improper management, 

which is a serious issue for the devotees. 

7.  The drinking water facility does also not existing, however there is a natural perennial stream is flowing 

in the temple premises and using that water as teerth (Pure water) by the devotees. 

8.  There is no dearth of income to the temple, but is not managed properly for its infrastructural development 

activities.  

9.  Due to the good efforts of the Government and Non-Government Organization the ban of the Devadasi 

System is quite effective; however the good old Devada’s are still available in the temple premises. 
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10.  The illegal way of Darsham is encouraged by the temple priests by getting money from the devotees is 

not acceptable and create an unrest in the mind of the devotes, who are standing in the queue for hours 

together. 

11.  The goddess never make the discrimination between the devotees for the Darsham but the management 

is creating this gap is to be looked into seriously. 

12.  The eatable items sold in the premises are not unhygienic and no proper maintenance of the sellers is also 

too noticed in the premises.  

Suggestions:  

 The study has brought out some of the suggestions and is as follows: 

1.  The belief for the religious rituals by the devotees is the psychological perception rather than the realistic 

approach, hence the devotees to adhere to maintain existing environment in an effective manner. 

2. The rationalized use of Turmeric Powder is popularly known as Bhandara should be encouraged to 

maintain cleanness of the premises. 

3.  The trustees have to restrict the devotees not to practice the unseen and unhygienic creations on the name 

of rituals in the temple premises.    

4. The open kitchen should be converted into collective solar energy system. 

5. The open oblutions / defecations should be banned and the arrangement must be made for altar-modern 

toilet system. 

6.  The deforestation is almost reached to the maximum extent due to the demand of the fire wood, should 

be curtailed by providing alternative energy.  

7. The water should not be contaminated by the devotees particularly the Jogulbhavi (Rituals Dip Pond) by 

taking religious bath.  

 8.  The garbage management should manage in an effective manner without spoiling the existing 

environment. 

9. The income to the temple should be utilized for the development with modern approach and maintains 

healthy environment.    

10. The drinking water facility is to be developed to the devotees at different appropriate locations.  

11. The fee collected by the devotees in the form of entry, vehicles and pooja should be used for the 

developmental purpose only. 

12. The alternative energy for all the purpose should be encouraged to maintain good health and environment. 
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Conclusion: 

The cultural identity must be maintained by performing the rituals in any places, but not leads to an 

impact on environment which has been observed in the study area. Therefore, the study has concluded that the 

suggestive measures have taken up with the priority by the Temple Trustees to maintain the healthy environment. 

The devotees also pay more attention to the environment, while performing the rituals of any religious occasions 

and set the trend to continue to the future days. 
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