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Abstract: 

The most important scavenging bird of our ecosystem the vulture plays a very important role in the food 

chain by feeding on the dead and decaying animal. There by keeping the environment neat and clean along 

with preventing the spread of deadly diseases to the surrounding human and animal communities. 08 species 

of vultures are found in Himachal Pradesh a tinny hill sate of India in western Himalayas. Among these 01 

is least concerned (LC), 03 species are near threatened (NT), 01 is vulnerable (VU) and 03 are critically 

endangered (CR) as per the IUCN status. The vulture studies in Himachal Pradesh are scanty and scattered 

and in the present research paper a review of vulture studies in Himachal Pradesh has been taken into 

account. 
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The scavenging bird vulture feeding on the carcasses of dead and decaying animals belong to kingdom 

anamalia, phylum chordata, class aves, order accipitriformes and families accipitridae/cathartidae. They 

are present in every continent except Australia and Antarctica.  Vultures are believed to have evolved along 

with large herds of migratory ungulates feeding on sick, injured and depredated individuals (Mundy et al. 

1992). The food supply of vultures was replaced by domestic animals with the disappearance of these herds 

(Pain et al., 2008). Generally vultures have bald head which is very handy while feeding along with playing 

an important role in thermoregulation. Vultures rarely attack healthy animals but may kill the sick ones and 

wounded. They carry the food to their young ones stored temporarily in crop region of their alimentary 

canal. Their stomach acid is very strong which permits them to safely digest putrid carcasses infected with 

deadly microorganisms which otherwise would be lethal to others. Vultures have also an ability to destroy 

toxins produced by microorganisms. These factors help vulture in their carrion eating lifestyle. Vulture has 

very interesting mechanism of disinfecting their surrounding with their urine. The uric acid present in the 

urine kills the microorganisms. 

Vultures are broadly classified into two groups: old world and new World.  The old world vultures are 

found in Asia, Africa and Europe. They belong to the family Accipitridae. The new world vultures are found 

in America and belong to family Cathartidae.  At present living species of Vultures are 23 (Table No. 1) out 

of which 7 (Cathartes aura, Cathartes burrovianus , Cathartes melambrotus, Coragyps atratus,  

Sarcoramphus papa, Gymnogyps californianus, Vultur gryphus)  are of new world and 16 old world 

(Gypohierax angolensis ,Gypaetus barbatus , Neophron percnopterus, Necrosyrtes monachus, Gyps 

africanus, Gyps bengalensis,  Gyps indicus, Gyps tenuirostris, Gyps rueppellii , Gyps himalayensis, Gyps 

fulvus,  Gyps coprotheres, Sarcogyps calvus, Trigonoceps occipitalis, Aegypius monachus,Torgos 
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tracheliotos). The 07 vulture species are least concerned, 03 are near threatened, 02 are vulnerable and 

endangered each and 09 species are critically endangered (IUCN). In India 09 vulture species (Gyps 

bengalensis, Gyps tenuirostris, Gyps indicus, Sarcogyps calvus, Neophron percnopterus, Gyps 

himalayensis, Aegypius monachus, Gypaetus barbatus and Gyps fulvus) are found. All Indian vulture 

species are present in almost all bio geographical zones of the subcontinent with the exception of Gyps 

bengalensis and Gyps indicus which are absent in the Trans-Himalaya and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands.  

Generally vulture lives in the areas with easy availability of water, food, near carcass dumping grounds and 

in protected and undisturbed areas. Thorn forests attract the greatest number of vultures followed by dry 

deciduous, moist deciduous and riverine forests. The hills and high rocks provide a favorable nesting habitat 

for vulture. A good population of Neophron percnopterus, Gyps indicus and Gyps fulvus lives on rocks of 

canyon and valleys. Vultures like Neophron percnopterus live in non-forested areas also. Vulture prefers tall 

trees having a very fine canopy with a number of branches for nest building. Their favorite trees are Bombax 

ceiba, Cocos nucifera, Boswellia serrata, Anogeissus latifolia and Pinus roxburghii etc.  

Vulture are very important being a scavenging bird and plays a key role in the ecosystem by keeping the 

environment neat and clean and in recycling of nutrients. Sharp decrease in the population of these majestic 

birds has been a matter of serious concern for every ecologist along with lot of unwanted problems. In their 

absence the dead bodies of animals are laying as such for days or even for months together thereby 

producing a foul smell and making the life of the surrounding human population a hell. Also there are 

serious threats of some epidemic and pandemic resurfacing as the population of stray dogs have increased 

manifold. These stray dogs can easily spread the deadly bacteria’s and viruses in human civilization. Also 

some communities are facing difficulty in disposing off dead bodies as per their customs. 

                Eight species of vultures known from Himachal Pradesh a tinny hill state of India in western 

Himalayas include Gypaetus barbatus, Neophron percnopterus, Gyps bengalensis, Gyps tenuirostris, Gyps 

himalayensis, Gyps fulvus, Aegypius monachus and Sarcogyps calvus.  Six species of vultures in Himachal 

Pradesh are residents and other two Gyps fulvus and Aegypius monachus are winter visitors. Of the six 

residents only Gyps bengalensis and Gyps tenuirostris are purely resident, where as Gypaetus barbatus, 

Neophron percnopterus and Sarcogyps calvus show local movement and Gyps himalayensis show 

altitudinal movements. Among the eight vultures from Himachal Pradesh 03 species are near threatened 

(NT), 01 is least concerned (LC), 03 are critically endangered (CR) and 01 is vulnerable (VU) as per the 

IUCN status.  

                     The state of Himachal Pradesh has been very late and slow with respect to the studies 

concerned with scavenging bird vulture. Vulture references and researches are scanty and scare in Himachal 

Pradesh. Some of the important references and researches on vultures in Himachal Pradesh are -The birds of 

Pong Dam lake bird sanctuary by Pandey (1989), Distribution patterns of birds of Kangra Valley by 

Mahabal  and Sharma (1992), Birds recorded in the Great Himalayan national park by Gaston  et., al. 

(1993), Birds in Nainadevi wildlife sanctuary in Shiwalik Himalayas by Mahabal and Sharma (1993), Bird 

survey in Shiwalik Himalaya of Himachal Pradesh by Mahabal (1996), Birds of Talra wildlife sanctuary in 

lower Western Himalaya, Himachal Pradesh by Mahabal  (2000), Birds of Kalatop- Khajjiar wildlife 

sanctuary, Chamba H.P. by Thakur  et., al. (2002), Birds of Balh valley, district Mandi, Himachal Pradesh 

by Thakur et., al., (2003), Birds of Kangra by Den (2005), Bird diversity and status in Summer hill, Shimla 

by Mattu and Thakur (2006), Himalayan griffon Gyps himalayensis feeding on chir pine Pinus roxburghii 

needles by Atkore and Dasgupta (2006), Studies on status and diversity of avifauna in Himachal Pradesh by 

Thakur (2008), Avifauna of Arki Hills, Solan (Himachal Pradesh) by Thakur  et., al. (2010), Population 

status and habitat-use pattern of Indian white-backed vulture (Gyps bengalensis) in Himachal Pradesh, India 

by Thakur and Narang (2012), Population decline of vultures and their conservation: Scenario in India and 

Himachal Pradesh by Thakur et., al.(2012), Status of vulture in Kangra Valley of Himachal Pradesh, India 

by Thakur and Kataria (2012), Birds diversity of Dhauladhar nature park Gopalpur, Distt. Kangra Himachal 

Pradesh by Chandel et., al., (2014), Vulture conservation in Kangra Himachal Pradesh 2014-2015 by Reddy 

(2015), Breeding Ecology and Distribution of White-rumped Vultures (Gyps bengalensis) in Himachal 
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Pradesh by Thakur  (2015) and Studies on bird diversity of pong dam wildlife sanctuary, Kangra, Himachal 

Pradesh, India by Sharief et., al. (2018).  

                   Thus in the conclusion we can say that magnificent bird vulture has been a key player in our 

ecosystem. Earlier the factors responsible for its declining population were use of diclofenac, food scarcity 

and habitat loss etc. However there has been significant increase in the population of vultures in different 

parts of sate in recent years thanks to some of the serious efforts by forest department of Govt. of Himachal 

Pradesh. Some of the measures which are yielding good results are  check on felling of trees, creation of 

artificial water bodies, incentive to some communities dealing with  dead carcasses, preventing forest fire, 

keeping  dogs away from  vulture feeding stations, spreading awareness about diclofenac, creation of 

vulture safe zones (VSZs) and establishment of vulture breeding and care centre in Himachal Pradesh. The 

two feeding stations around Pong Lake are: one at Nagrota Surian and another one at Jawali where the dead 

animals are taken by local cobblers and skinned inside the interlinked fenced feeding stations to avoid stray 

dogs. The assigned cobblers are given incentive in the form of cash.  They are also allowed to collect the 

bones and skin for their livelihood. Nearly a dozen of the cobbler families are involved in the project by 

getting carcasses for the feeding station. A CCTV camera monitoring is done at Sukhnara feeding station 

near Nagrota Surian for credible scientific conclusions. Thus research on vultures should be a continuous 

process for having a credible scientific data. 
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Table No.1 Different vulture species across the globe, India and Himachal Pradesh and their 

conservational status 

(Note: LC=Least Concerned, NT=Near Threatened, VU=Vulnerable, endangered, CR=Critically 

endangered, + = Present and - = Absent) 

(Conservational status Source: IUCN RED LIST) 

Vulture  

Common Name Zoological Name Species Found 

in India 

Species Found in 

Himachal 

Pradesh 

Conservational       

Status 

Palm nut vulture Gypohierax angolensis - - LC 

Eurasian Griffon Gyps fulvus + + LC 

American Black 

Vulture Coragyps atratus 
- - 

LC 

Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura - - LC 

Lesser Yellow-

headed Vulture Cathartes burrovianus 
- - 

LC 

Greater Yellow-

headed Vulture Cathartes melambrotus 
- - 

LC 

King Vulture Sarcoramphus papa - - LC 

Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis + + NT 

Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus + + NT 

Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus + + NT 

Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres - - VU 

Andean Condor Vultur gryphus - - VU 

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus + + EN 

Lappet-faced 

Vulture Torgos tracheliotos 
- - 

EN 

Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus - - CR 

White-backed 

Vulture Gyps africanus 
- - 

CR 

Indian White-

Rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis 
+ + 

CR 

Rüppell's Vulture Gyps rueppelli - - CR 

White-headed 

Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis 
- - 

CR 

Red-headed Vulture Sarcogyps calvus + + CR 

California Condor Gymnogyps californianus - - CR 

Slender-billed 

Vulture Gyps tenuirostris 
+ + 

CR 

Indian Vulture/Long 

billed Vulture Gyps indicus 
+ - 

CR 
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