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INTRODUCTION: There are a host of definitions of the term migration. To a large extent, the 

variations in the definition are due to the differences in the nature, scope or purpose of the study or 

discussion. According to the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English, to migrate 

means to "move from one place to another (to live there)". According to the Webster's New World 

Dictionary, it means to "move from one place to another, especially to another country" or "to move 

from place to place to harvest seasonal crops" 

Everett Lee defines migration "broadly as a permanent or semipermanent change of residence. No 

restriction is placed upon the distance of the move or upon the voluntary and involuntary nature of 

the act, and distinction is made between external and internal migration."1 According to Weinberg, 

"human migration is the changing of the place of abode permanently or, when temporarily, for an 

appreciable duration as e.g., in the case of seasonal workers. It is used symbolically in the transition 

from one surrounding to another in the course of human life."2 Eisenstadt defined migration "as the 

physical transition of an individual or a group from one society to another. This transition usually 

involves abandoning one social setting and entering another and different one."3 According to 

Mangalam, "migration is a relatively permanent moving away of a collectively, called migrants, from 
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one geographical location to another preceded by decision making on the part of the migrants on 

the basis of a hierarchically ordered set of values ends and resulting in changes in the interactional 

system of the migrants."4 Caplow states that "migration is, strictly speaking, a change of residence 

and need not necessarily involve any change of occupation, but it is closely associated with 

occupational shifts of one kind or another.”5 

Migration and its effect on socio-economic, demographic and cultural factors has recently attracted 

increasing attention from administrators, planners, social scientists and researchers seeking a 

thorough understanding of the process of population movement. At any particular point in time, the 

population size of any country or region is governed by three components: fertility, mortality and 

migration. Fertility and mortality largely operate within the biological frame-work through social, 

economic and cultural factors. Migration, on the other hand, is purely a socio-economic 

phenomenon involving social, psychological, economic, political, institutional and other such 

determinants. 

Key Words: Migration, Remittance, multicentered and unicentered families, Fertility differentials. 

Migration has a number of socio-economic, cultural, political and demographic impacts at both the 

places of origin and destination. These vary according to whether migration Is permanent or 

temporary or seasonal or circular, and depend on the characteristics of the regions concerned. 

Some migration studies have exploded the myth that movement from village to urban itself 

deterministically effects major changes in the demographic, economic, and social behavior of 

individuals, transforming them into 'modern' men and women. Rural-urban migration in India has 

had a profound impact on the nature of urbanization and economic development. It provides a great 

source of cheap labor for the industries in urbans, and changes the occupational structure of 

households in villages. Several Indian village studies have found that an absence of males in 

villages who are of working affects the agricultural production system, even though marginally, while 

some other studies report that women tend to take more part in agricultural labor following the 

migration of males. Such migration breaks away from the constraints of traditional social 
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organization and obligations, and exchanges them for social freedom - this is despite the fact that 

the extended family is becoming more important. Although research is very limited there is evidence 

that the separation of husband and wife by the migration of male partners - something which is very 

prevalent in the Indian rural-urban migration process - results in lower fertility of migrant women in 

rural areas. These studies have observed a greater fecundability among separated couples but a 

lower fertility than among non-migrants, due to the shorter exposure time of the former group. 

Although in the case of rural-urban migration, the urban areas may rapidly become over-crowded, 

and this may result in all the attendant evils associated with this phenomenon, it is also expected 

that this reduces the pressure on the rural population in villages where the resources remain more 

or less stagnant over an extended period of time. 

 

Family migration decisions: We have investigated family considerations in migration decisions in 

the context of a nuclear family in which both husband and wife work. In arriving at a decision, the 

family takes into account potential earnings changes of both earners. If moving to a particular 

location involved a gain in earnings of only one earner and a loss in earnings of the other, the family 

would not migrate unless the absolute value of the gain was greater than the absolute value of the 

loss. If several destinations are open to the family, it will move to that where the sum of gains of 

both earners is the greatest. At this destination it is quite possible that neither earner is maximizing 

individual gains. Both lose relative to their private optimal potential, but gain as a family. However, 

Mincer argues, if the optimal family location decision involves a private location opportunity loss 

which outweighs the gains from marriage for each of the partners, the family breaks up and the 

individual move to their private optimal locations.  

Rural-to-urban migration in India in a large number of cases does not involve the movement of all 

members of the family. We have argued that the urban households established by such migrants 

are not autonomous entities but links of the rural households containing the family members the 

migrants have left behind. The family in these cases acquires a multicentered character in place of 
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the former unitarizes and uni-centeredness. Despite geographical separation, sentiment and 

affectional ties between family members are not weakened, and the close bonds between the 

different components of the family are reflected in regular transfer of resources, frequent visits, and 

occasional movement of persons from one unit to the other. The migrants also retain ownership 

rights in any property owned by the family in the rural area. In other words, family integration is 

maintained in ways other than forming a domestic group. When an individual moves for the 

fulfillment of personal aspirations, the direct impact of migration on the rural household need not be 

negative. The utility of the rural household may increase through the prestige gained from sending 

out a migrant and through the satisfaction obtained from seeing a family member doing well in life. 

This is especially so in cases where parents have educated their children with the hope that they 

will migrate to exploit urban opportunities. Further, there is no loss in earnings to the rural household 

if the migrant had not worked prior to migration. 

Variations in urban-rural familial links: The nature and strength of links between the different 

branches time of multicentered families, determined initially by the family structure at the time of 

migration and the composition of the migrating unit, are not static   but are likely to vary with time. 

The temporal variation is not just due to the transfer of members from one branch to another- for 

example, the entire family relocates itself in the urban centers in various stages, or a migrant 

arranges for his maturing younger brother to enter the urban labor market - but is also closely related 

to the development cycle of the family. Just as a unicentered family in the rural area undergoes 

sequential transformation in its structure from births, marriages, deaths and disintegrates from 

separation induced by these demographic events or any other cause, multicentered families can 

also under-go changes in structure and break up. The link between a migrant household and the 

rural household is a reflection of the established pattern of family organization in the rural area. 

Thus, for example, if in the rural area married brothers do not normally live together in the same 

household after the death of their parents and break up into two separate families, a multicentered 

family containing parents and married brother in the rural household may become two independent 

families, one in the urban area and the other in the rural area on the death of parents. 
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However, separation of the family unit does not mean severance of all relations. The urban family 

would interact with those in the rural area who previously belonged to the same family in the same 

manner that brothers living in separate households in the same village interact. These interactions 

are to be interpreted as formal and symbolic extra-familial kinship ties, such as cooperation in 

ceremonial and ritual spheres according to social norms. The urban migration household becomes 

an independent family in the sense that the welfare of rural residents is no longer incorporated in its 

utility function, but its social network still encompasses the rural area. The independent migrant 

family will remain a part of the rural social network if any of its members wants to return to the rural 

area on retirement. If it plans to settle permanently in the city, the family is likely to withdraw 

gradually from the rural social network. 

Evidence on familial links and urban-rural ties: In this context of migration the appropriate 

method of identifying the family unit is in terms of specific attributes of integration among the urban 

migrant household and a rural household. In this study we have ascertained integration in terms of 

the mental construct of the migrants regarding the 'family'. In the survey, migrants were asked to list 

the persons who ate and lived together with them at the time they left the rural area, and state the 

kinship relation of these persons with them. Assuming no previous case of migration, this household 

group constitutes the family of the migrant at the time of migration and its composition determines 

the family structure. 

The migrants were then asked to indicate the persons in the list who were living in the rural area at 

the time of the survey. The migrants were further asked if they considered these persons in the rural 

area to be members of the family, or had separated from some or all of them. Migrants who did not 

have any members of the household group from which they originated living in the rural area, or 

had separated from all those who were, have been classified among those with 'no family members 

at origin'. The family structure of these migrants at the time of the survey is determined by the 

composition of the urban household. From those migrants who acknowledged members of their 

stem household living in the rural area as family members, further information was sought on 
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additions, arising from births and marriages, to the rural household since their departure. The 

composition of the rural household and of the urban household together determine the family 

structures of these migrants. 

 

Family link and visits to origin: Family links classified in terms of attitudes of migrants reflect 

emotional and sentimental bonds, but do not reveal how strong these ties are. The strength of family 

links can be assessed in terms of more visible characteristics of integration, such as visits to origin 

and remittances. Such an exercise would also indicate if the responses regarding presence of family 

members at origin were biased in the sense that migrants were trying to cover up severance of 

relations. The proportion reporting visits is higher for migrants who have family members at origin. 

However, majority of the migrants not having familial links-maintained contact with rural residents 

through visits. Interaction with extra-familial kin and friends living in the rural area reflects strength 

of kinship cohesion and the lack of orientation of migrants towards city life. If migrants recognize 

mutual kinship rights and obligations dictated by the social system, they will maintain close 

functional ties with their kin. The social networks of migrants are also likely to include the rural area 

if they find assimilation into the urban environment difficult or do not plan to settle in the urban 

center. Membership of rural social networks by migrants who have no family members at origin has 

also been observed in an earlier survey. For migrants with presence of family members at origin, 

there is no significant difference between landowners and nonlandowners in the proportion who 

reported visits to origin. However, for migrants who do not have family members at origin non-

landowners have a lower propensity to visit origin than landowners. This shows that married 

migrants who have left their wife in the rural area are more likely to visit origin during the agricultural 

busy periods. 
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Remittances and their role in the economy of villages: The consumption pattern of remittances 

depends on the necessity and the characteristics of a village or household. Poorer villages and 

households utilized the remittances for basic necessities such as food staples while more 

prosperous villages and households used remittances to buy non subsistence goods and education. 

Migration in India from rural villages is family oriented rather than individual oriented. In relation to 

this in India 'the individual does not come to the city to carve out his own future but to maintain a 

joint family at home. 'Share family' type of system exists where family members, though dispersed 

geographically, maintain a level of contact so that important decisions concerning the welfare of the 

household are taken jointly, including the decision to move. Remittances raised the average income 

of out-migrant households and the relative better effect off or remittances proved to be much greater 

on poorer than on households. Remittances improve not only the income condition of migrants’ 

households but also the overall distribution of income in rural areas. Obviously, the index of 

development of an underdeveloped household or village should be closely examined to compare 

construction of house, wells, purchasing of land, standard of dress and so on with those already 

developed in these respects. 

Generally, people report regular remittances from their migrants, while money received or handed 

over by the migrant during ceremonial functions like marriage, or house construction, purchase of 

land, establishment of business and so on are ignored. Nevertheless, the volume and pattern of 

remittances depend on, among other things (i) the type of migration (temporary or permanent, family 

or individual, etc.), (ii) the type of commitment made by migrants to those left behind in villages, (iii) 

links maintained between migrants and the persons left behind, (iv) the type of job, income and 

living costs of migrants in the city. 

By and large, migrants have a great propensity for saving something out of their earnings and 

remitting the savings to their families back home. The remittances received beef up the incomes of 

the households and are differently used by them. Some remittances are spent to satisfy various 

consumption and other household needs, such as payment of school fees, meeting marriage and 
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other ceremonial expenses, and paying for the passage of other migrants from the same household. 

They may also encourage technological change by enabling the households receiving remittances 

to adopt improved inputs and technologies which can further increase incomes. Thus, remittances 

play a vital role in the socio-economic development of the rural areas. 

The economic impact of remittances on the rural areas depends mainly on the size and frequency 

of remittances, which in turn depend on: the type of migrants, the level of urban employment and 

income, the type of jobs on which the migrants are employed, the cost of living in urban areas, the 

degree of migrant's attachment to the rural areas, and the needs of the members of the family left 

behind. 

Initially, when a migrant leaves his village, he may carry with him some capital resources, owned or 

borrowed. Subsequently unless he is migrating for good and taking his family along, he is likely, 

subject to his future plans, to make remittances which may exceed the initial capital resources. 

Temporary migrants are likely to have stronger inclinations to save and remit than the quasi-

permanent and permanent migrants. 

The effect of remittances on the rural areas are often widely diffused and extend over a period of 

time. Such remittances may add to productive investment in the development and diversification of 

agriculture, or in the development of non-agricultural activities in the village. Alternatively, these may 

be spent on such functional consumption items as housing and education. This would normally be 

the case when remittances are received by the middle and large farming households. In the case 

of the weaker sections, remittances largely help to relieve the consumption distress of those who 

remain behind, productive investment being a very small component of this effort. Remittances, in 

general, may not always be utilized for productive purposes. They may give a fillip to conspicuous 

consumption, or promote excessive investment in farm equipment and machinery. In the case of 

migrants from progressive farming households, the remittances may sometimes take the form of 

the supply of scarce equipment. Since such migrants come from a relatively dynamic section of the 

rural population, it is highly probable that they plan utilization of their funds on a long-term basis. 
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If the migrants are from the elitist classes, initially the distribution of income will improve as they 

withdraw from the income-earning forces; but as they make remittances, they will reinforce the 

economic position of the large land-owning classes. The two clear possibilities in the wake of this 

development are the growth of large farms and the adoption of capital-intensive methods of 

production. Such activities are sure to swamp the initial favorable effect. By contrast, migration of 

unemployed and underemployed persons from the weaker sections is likely to improve the 

distribution of income. There is also the effect of return-migration. It is likely that those who return 

to low-income households are persons who did not have much luck in the cities. Some among them 

may even be returning home to a simple life of retirement. However, those returning to economically 

off households are likely to have considerably enhanced their knowledge and work experience and 

may be carrying tidy sums of savings and retirement benefits. Since setting up non-farming 

enterprises requires special skills, knowledge, and finance, and involves risks not experienced 

before, these activities are usually fostered by relatively strong groups that have some staying 

power, and must, therefore, be reckoned as a factor that adds to inequality. 

 

The impact of migration on fertility: In the light of several socioeconomic and demographic 

factors, it has been established that migration affects fertility in one way or another. There is general 

consensus that in the process of rural-urban migration the fertility of migrants lies between the 

fertility of urban natives and rural non-migrants. One explanation for a lower fertility among migrants 

than among non-migrants has been that migrants constitute a literate and more enterprising class 

of population. Migration brings several environmental changes in age structure, occupational 

structure, communication patterns, educational systems and so on, as well as behavioral changes 

in the value systems of life such as the value of children and the value of education. No doubt, 

migrants bring a higher fertility level to urban areas, but at the same time it is also true that migrants 

tend to adopt the fertility patterns of urbanities who have relatively low fertility. Some authors 

however, have been of the opinion that the urban way of life may lead to a relaxation in their cultural 
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taboos and values, by way of reduction in breastfeeding and postnatal abstinence may lead to a 

rise in their fertility. The fertility effects of migration can be examined both at the micro and macro 

levels. At the micro level migration affects fertility by separating husband and wife, inducing greater 

participation in labor force, delaying marriage, postponing childbearing and reducing the size of 

desired family. At the macro level it influences fertility through changes in the level and distribution 

of income, education and occupation and by altering the age structure of the rural and urban 

population. 

 

Rural migrants and urban natives’ fertility differentials in urban areas: Migration may be related 

to lower fertility only if that migration takes place at a relatively early age so that the female spends 

most of her reproductive period in urban surroundings. In addition, migrants in the rural-urban 

migration process may have higher or lower fertility than urban natives, depending on the basic 

reasons for moving and the existing conditions in the areas of origin and destination. 

 

Migrants and non-migrants fertility differentials in rural areas: Only a few village studies have 

so far compared out migrant and rural-natives fertility in rural areas. They have reported a lower 

level of fertility for migrant than non-migrant rural natives. Delayed marriage, separation of husband 

and wife, and a change of attitude of the husband are the main factors causing fertility differentials 

between out-migrants and non-migrants in rural area. Although the high fertility of recent migrants 

may inflate overall fertility in urban areas, the low fertility of the rural women whose husbands had 

separated from them may lower overall rural fertility levels. The separation of husbands from their 

wives has been found to be one of the important factors in India causing migrant and non-migrant 

fertility differentials in rural settings 
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Separation factor as a means of migrants’ fertility reduction: In rural India, most males migrate 

leaving their family behind at least for some time. The males so migrated visit their home once or 

twice annually or in some cases even only once in two or three years. The incidence of such a 

pattern of male migration increases the sex-ratio in favor of the female population, especially the 

ratios existing in the reproductive age groups. This separation adds an important dimension to the 

investigation of the fertility performance of those couples whose male partners periodically remain 

away and who are alienated from their wives. Thus, the wives of such migrated husbands have less 

time of exposure to the risk of conception and hence this affects their fertility performance. The 

effect of such separation on fertility depends, among other factors, on the proportion of wives who 

are thus separated from their husbands and the period of separation. 

 

Family links and remittances and the decision-making unit: In a family the high degree of 

concern that its members have for one another is supported by mutual sharing of resources. When 

a family acquires a multicentered character, economic ties are manifested in financial flows between 

the 'branch' households. However, if there are no financial flows it does not necessarily mean that 

economic ties have been severed. If earnings relative to needs are not significantly different 

between the constituent households’ financial flows may not be observed. The prevalence of 

financial flows is a more stringent test of family integration than visits to origin, as social ties are less 

burdensome and can also continue even when economic ties have been severed.  

 

Conclusion: We have identified the empirical determinants of urban-to rural remittances, and 

established that these financial flows constitute transfer of general purchasing power. Remittances 

tend to be related positively to urban earnings and needs of the rural household, and negatively to 

obligations in the urban household. There is no evidence of ties weakening overtime, but migrants 

who plan to settle in the city remit less. Despite geographical separation, sentiment and affectional 

ties between family members is not weakened; and the close bonds between them are manifested 
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in regular transfer of resources and frequent visits by the migrants to the rural area. This suggests 

that family considerations are important in migration decisions. The underlying objective of migration 

is family rather than individual benefits. The supply price of labor when migration does not involve 

movement of the entire family and the migrant is interested in maximization of family benefits is 

different from that when the entire family moves or the underlying objective is maximization of 

individual benefits. 

The separation of family members is not a temporary phenomenon. In a migration pattern involving 

multicentered families the social network of migrants includes the rural area, and they do not 

become committed urbanites. This lack of commitment, however, does not entail an unstable 

workforce for employers. Thus, skill acquisition required of an urban labor force is possible. 

It is found that the flow of remittances from cities to village improves not only the economic 

conditions of mover households but the overall development of rural areas. The process of 

commutation between Village and city has a more positive effect on the income distribution of rural 

households than other types of migration. Migrant and non-migrant fertility differentials indicate that 

migrants from rural areas have lower fertility than non-migrant rural natives. Differentials were 

smaller in the case of very high economic status households and highly educated females. The 

separation of husbands and wives due to the migration of the male partner was found to be the 

main cause of reduction in migrant fertility.  

The existing contractual and chain pattern of migration, where a person moves out from the village 

send back information about potential job opportunities and others follow them in due course of 

time, seems that the present directional pattern of migration will continue for a long time to come. 

Thus there is need to make conscious efforts by the Government on one hand to develop and 

reconstruct the rural areas by creating some sort of economic activity which can provide the gainful 

work in the rural areas in order to absorb the surplus population which can slowdown or check the 

floods of migrants out of the villages, on the other hand the urban industrial infrastructure of smaller 
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urban centers should be strengthened in order to make them foci of attention for the potential 

migrants who will  otherwise  flock into the metropolitan and large size cities. 
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