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Abstract 

Today we understand that women, minorities, and children suffer disproportionately from environmental 

pollution and other environmental degradations. It is thus no coincidence that the poems in Lyrical Ballads 

are not only about the tenets of an emerging 'environmental' manner of knowing or being but about female 

vagrants, displaced pastoralists, mad women, cold and hungry people, and even an 'Idiot Boy', in other 

words, the dispossessed and the voiceless. Another great central insight dramatized by Lyrical Ballads, 

then, is that environmental and social issues are inseparably linked, and thus Wordsworth has further 

reason to lament 'what man has made of man.’ The name William Wordsworth is almost synonymous 

with 'nature poet' (and with the landscape of the English Lake District); paradoxically, Wordsworth is also 

the 'poet of the self' (of the inner landscape). Indeed, when Wordsworth writes, 'Nature never did 

betray/The heart that loved her', we see him draw together his sense patient recipient of the responses of 

the 'heart', receiving 'from' the inner landscape of external nature both as a ministering agent, one 

ministering 'to' the self, and as a of the 'self' the promise of both their futures. Here is not the science but 

the experience of ecology. 

William Wordsworth is one of the greatest English poets. He is called the high priest of 

Nature. His originality lies in the fact that he always thinks of Nature as a mighty Presence. 

Like a faithful priest he stands before Nature and waits in solemn expectation to hear 

messages of wisdom from her. He does not read his moods in Nature he goes to Nature 

with an open mind, and she creates her own mood of the moment in him. He can thus catch 

in Nature a mood different from his own mood, which arouses in him a sense of joy. It is 

thus which arouses in him a sense of joy. It is thus absence of himself in his conception of 

Nature which has helped him to produce Nature poetry so original and refreshing. He feels 

the presence of the spirit of Nature in all inanimate things. 

Wordsworth’s attitude towards Nature can be classified as under (1) the period of the 

blood (2) the period of the senses (3) the period of the imagination and (4) the period of the 

soul. 
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Wordsworth's external and internal 'natures', while incredibly old (and the Lakes of his native District), 

were startlingly new and paradoxical ones too. His reinvention of ancient nature worship or pantheism, 

for example, was both a challenge to and easily reconcilable with Christian humanism, Enlightenment 

individualism, the heady power and energy of the industrial age, and rural Toryism. 

Wordsworth was born in Cockermouth in West Cumberland, just outside the English Lake District. He 

grew up in the Lake District in Hawkshead near Esthwaite Lake; attended St John's College, Cambridge 

(1787-91); spent time in France during the early part of the French Revolution; came back to England and 

endured an emotional crisis of some five years' duration, precipitated by severed personal relationships, 

confused national loyalties, and a growing disillusionment with the progress of the French Revolution; 

lived in Racedown, Dorsetshire with his sister Dorothy, whose own mind and writing reveal a startlingly 

original though usually neglected contribution to environmental thought; and then moved with Dorothy 

to Alfoxden, Somersetshire (1797), to be near their new friend S.T.Coleridge. There, according to one 

traditional account, Wordsworth recovered, in his growing sense of a personal relationship to the natural 

rhythms and agency of the pastoral Somersetshire landscape, his sense of purpose. 

Keywords: Collected Works, 1815; see The Complete Poetical Works of William Wordsworth, London: 

Macmillan & Co., 1988, on-line end, July 1999, Bartleby.com. 

Lyrical Ballads, 1798, with S. T. Coleridge; ed. W.J. B. Owen, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1969. 

We want here present new research thoughts; Thus, nature is not just dead matter but a 'being', our 'best 

and purest friend', and, in other poems, a 'Power', a 'Presence', and a 'spirit': 'Touch—for there is spirit in 

the woods', writes Wordsworth in 'Nutting'. 

Wordsworth, in 'Nutting' and elsewhere, takes what was for the ancient pantheist a spirit's individual 

embodiment in a particular object and transfers that individuality from the object itself to each human 

subject's (potential) individual response to that object. Wordsworth's great achievement, then, is to 

transform an outmoded pantheistic (spectator-spectacle) ontology of being into a modern (participant-

observer) one: 

the spirit indwells in the mutually constituting relationship between nature and human beings—not in the 

trees themselves. This is a view that while finding some sympathy in Enlightenment sensibility anticipates 

twentieth century 

In today's parlance, Wordsworth's central interest in nature as agent and in the mutually constitutive or 

reciprocal relationship between the 'self' and 'nature' both anticipates and parallels the new interest on the 

part of nineteenth-century natural scientists in the analysis of reciprocal relations between 'organism' and 

'environment'. For example, in the theory of ecological succession, plants are understood both to be fitted 

to environments and to change those environments to make them, ironically, more hospitable to the plants' 

competitors of the next generation. Living things are agents of environmental change—not merely passive 

objects. In ecological succession, too, all's well that ends well, as the process culminates in the creation of 

a climax or mature natural community: a place (a forest or field) of stability, protection, and quality—

measured in part in the diversity of mutually interdependent plant and animal species and homes 

(habitats).11 Wordsworth, who invented the psychology of ecology before the invention of ecological 

science, writes similarly, in 'Tintern Abbey' (from Lyrical Ballads) and in The Prelude, about the growth 

(or personal succession) of his mind from the 'glad animal movements' of youth to the 'Abundant 

recompense' of a more thoughtful maturity in which 'the still, sad music of humanity' becomes 

Wordsworth's image for his renewed love of human nature when that nature is seen as a part of (not apart 

from) natural life. 
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This idea finds expression in his poem Tintern Abbey” when he writes, 

“The sounding cataract 

Hauntered me like a passion, the tall rock 

The mountain and the deep gloomy wood 

Their colour and their forms, were then tome 

An appetite, a feeling and a love.” 

The poet was moved by something mysterious in Nature and the great mission of his life 

became to preach the gospel and the secret message of Nature to humanity. He begins to 

feel from now the presence of a soul and a living spirit in the objects of Nature. He now 

starts finding, into natural objects. 

“A spirit, who impels 

All thinking things, 

all objects of all thought, 

And rolls through all things.” 

Finally, the poet reaches a stage where he feels the presence of a common unity, among 

the different objects which is divine in origin. This universal unity, according to Wordsworth 

is due to the permeation of divine Which reveals the fact that with Nature he can now 

associate human To Wordsworth the different objects of Nature are a perenial source of 

joy to humanity. It not only gives him happiness but also helps him in which is inspired by 

the presence of divine spirit in them. He finds it in the objects are different but there is an 

undercurrent of semblance and unity shining of the stars and marks it in the flowering of 

the fields- facing the ordeals of life. Thus, though in outward manifestation the various 

inspiration in them. In his poem Tintern Abbey’ he writes, 

For I have learned 

To look on nature, not as in the hour 

of thoughtless youth, but hearing often 

the still, sad music humanity,” 

 

Which reveals the fact that with Nature he can now associate human sufferings and 

sorrows. 

To Wordsworth the different objects of Nature are a perenial source of joy to humanity. It 

not only gives him happiness but also helps him in facing the ordeals of life. Thus, though 

in outward manifestation the various objects are different but there is an undercurrent of 

sembiance and unity which is inspired by the presence of divine spirit in them. He finds it 

in the shining of the stars and marks it in the flowering of the fields- 
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“In all things in all natures, in the stars 

This active principle abides from link to link 

It circulates the soul of the world.” 

Wordsworth instils each object of Nature with life 

“To every natural form rock, fruit or flower 

Even the loose stones that cover the highway.” 

 

William Wordsworth is the romantic poet most often described as a "nature" writer. From his 

earliest poems describing places in the 1780s to his final poems (written when he was almost 

eighty years old), Wordsworth paid careful attention to the details of the nonhuman world in all 

his poems and prose writings. What the word "nature" meant to Wordsworth, however, is not a 

simple matter. Wordsworth was a careful naturalist, always paying close attention to the physical 

environment that surrounded him: animals, plants, landscape, and weather. At the same time, 

he was a thoughtful literary artist, who described the "mind of Man" as "My haunt, and the main 

region of my song" (Home at Grasmere," lines 989-90; later, "Prospectus" to The 

Excursion, lines 40-41). So, does the poet objectively describe the details of his natural 

environment, or does he subjectively shape those sensory experiences into a unity in his mind? 

He does both, since the human mind, in Wordsworth's view, is "creator and receiver both" 

(Prelude [1850] Book 2, line 258), taking in the details of the world around him, but then shaping 

those details into his own mental creations. This helps to explain how he has played such a 

significant role in recent years in the development of "environmental literature." In Wordsworth's 

skilled language, a simple poem abut daffodils can become a significant lesson about the 

operations of memory and the powers of the human mind. His long poems The Prelude and The 

Excursion trace the growth of the mind amid the powerful influences of the natural world -- 

mountains, lakes, forests, and sky -- and suggest how the operations of the mind in nature 

produce many of the most valuable aspects of each person: memory, imagination, and 

sympathy. 

a simple, Sunlight spills over the hills of Grasmere Village and the birds’ sweet salutations ring 

in the air. William Wordsworth awakens in Dove Cottage and remarks, “Bliss was it in that dawn 

to be alive” (Wordsworth, 1809). Or so one would like to imagine when romanticizing the life of 

the Romantic poet. 

Life was not always as tranquil as the natural world, Wordsworth so aptly described. Life was 

clearly affected by the political turmoil of the French Revolution and the unstoppable force of 

the Industrial Revolution, with evidence seen in both his writing and in his actions. After settling 

down in a humble abode with his sister Dorothy, Wordsworth would not only contribute to 

English literature, but also to the efforts of protecting the natural world. Balancing efforts on 

both parts was all in a day’s work, to protect the Romantic ideal of country life. 

In 1798, Wordsworth visited the River Wye, inspired to then pen a poem which would become 

known as Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey. A beautiful piece enveloping 

childhood memories and natural beauty. This passion for the natural world is what would drive 

Wordsworth to protecting it, going as far as to support protests of railway lines disturbing his 

beloved Lake District and expressing disdain when tourist began to outnumber the sheep on the 

hills (Abase, 1981).  Despite the push for progress, many agreed with Wordsworth and fought to 

protect the natural landscape of the Lake District by attempting to have the railway rerouted. 

The following image is a caricature of Ruskin and his support of a protest organized by the St. 
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George’s Guild against a proposed extension of the railway in the Lake District. This is the very 

same protest which was also supported by Wordswords. 

Wordsworth is also seen to have taken a truly clear stance against the industrialisation of the 

time in his poem “Outrage Done to Nature” which was published in The Excursion in 1814 

(Macmillan, 2016). 

“Meanwhile, at social Industry’s command, 

How quick, how vast an increase. From the germ 

Of some poor hamlet, rapidly produced 

Here a huge town, continuous and compact, 

Hiding the face of earth for leagues-and there, 

Where not a habitation stood before, 

Abodes of men irregularly massed” 

The imagery of the industrial overtaking Wordsworth’s treasured natural environment is a 

theme shared by many writers of the Romantic era, portraying the concern of the exponentially 

growing changes. 

Wordsworth’s work was well received in his time, evident in his later years as he became Queen 

Victoria’s Poet Laureate and continues to be appealing for the modern reader. The themes of 

protecting the natural beauty of the world are still as relevant now as they were hundreds of years 

ago. Therefore, it is safe to assume that the accompanying desire to act and protect must linger 

also. One can only hope we can act, as Wordsworth did, and make a change to protect what 

remains of the natural beauty of the world. 

 

Earth has not anything to show fairer: 

Dull would he be of soul who could pass by 

A sight so touching in its majesty: 

This City now doth, like a garment, wear 

The beauty of the morning: silent, bare, 

Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie 

Open unto the fields, and to the sky … 

This sonnet, written in 1802, praises the beauty of London in the early morning light, as the poet 

stands on Westminster Bridge admiring the surrounding buildings. London, even by the early 

nineteenth century, was a world of industrialisation, smog (that is, smoky fog, created by 

industrial activity), as well as the centre of government and empire, two things that came under 

heavy scrutiny by the early Romantic poets. Yet the London of early morning is serene and still, 

and it is this quiet scene that Wordsworth praises here 
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. I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze … 

One of Wordsworth’s most famous poems, ‘I wandered lonely as a cloud’ (as it should properly 

be known; it is commonly known as ‘Daffodils’) is about the poet’s kinship with nature, and how 

the memory of the daffodils dancing cheers him whenever he recalls them. What is less well-

known is that Wordsworth’s sister Dorothy – and, indeed, his wife – had a hand in the 

composition of the poem 

Wordsworth’s great long autobiographical poem in blank verse (though it’s not without its 

flaws), The Prelude has many great passages, and this is one of the best, from the first book of 

the poem, describing the poet’s schooldays: 

Wisdom and Spirit of the universe! 

Thou Soul that art the eternity of thought! 

That gives to forms and images a breath 

And everlasting motion! not in vain, 

By day or star-light thus from my first dawn 

Of Childhood didst Thou intertwine for me 

The passions that build up our human Soul, 

Not with the mean and vulgar works of Man, 

But with high objects, with enduring things, 

With life and nature, purifying thus 

The elements of feeling and of thought, 

And sanctifying, by such discipline, 

Both pain and fear, until we recognize 

A grandeur in the beatings of the heart … 

At present time, we can say, that  comparative study nature and environment  on the world in 

few lines here that explain and find  natural,environment or natural world encompasses 

all living and non-living things occurring naturally, meaning in this case not artificial. The term 

is most often applied to the Earth or some parts of Earth. This environment encompasses the 

interaction of all living species, climate, weather and natural resources that affect human survival 

and economic activity. The concept of the natural environment can be distinguished as 

components: 

Complete ecological units that function as natural systems without massive civilize human 

intervention, including all vegetation, microorganisms, soil, rocks, atmosphere, and natural 

phenomena that occur within their boundaries and their nature. 

Universal natural resources and physical phenomena that lack clear-cut boundaries, such as air, 

water, and climate, as well as energy, radiation, electric charge, and magnetism, not originating 

from civilized human actions. The polar deserts. 
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In contrast to the natural environment is the built environment. Built environments are 

where humans have fundamentally transformed landscapes such as urban settings and 

agricultural land conversion, the natural environment is greatly changed into a simplified 

human environment. Even acts which seem less extreme, such as building a mud hut or 

a photovoltaic system in the desert, the modified environment becomes an artificial one. 

Though many animals build things to provide a better environment for themselves, they 

are not human, hence beaver dams, and the works of mound-building termites, are 

thought of as natural. 

People cannot find natural environments on Earth, and naturalness usually varies in a 

continuum, from 100% natural in one extreme to 0% natural in the other. The massive 

environmental changes of humanity in the Anthropocene have fundamentally effected all 

natural environments: including from climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution 

from plastic and other chemicals in the air and water. More precisely, we can consider the 

various aspects or components of an environment and see that their degree of 

naturalness is not uniform. If, for instance, in an agricultural field, the mineralogic 

composition and the structure of its soil are similar to those of an undisturbed forest soil, 

but the structure is quite different. 

 

 

William Wordsworth nature is a moral teacher and guide to man. She is both law and impulse 

and kindles and restrains. she is a comforter and counselor of men. She is the guardian and guide 

of man's heart, the giver of purest thoughts, -- 

“One impulse from the vernal wood, 

May teach you more of man, 

Of moral evil and of good, 

Then all the sages can.” 

nature is vibrant with joy. The hare runs races in her mirth, the flowers enjoy the air they breathe, 

the waves dance beside the daffodils. 

“The moon doth with delight, 

Look around her when the heavens are bare, 

Waters on a starry night, 

are beautiful and fair. 

There is peace everywhere in the domain of nature. Wordsworth sees in nature, 

Central peace subsisting at the heart, 

Off endless agitation.” 
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Wordsworth recognizes life in nature. She is not only alive but has a personality. It is she who 

gives to everything- to the flower, the valley, or the hill- it is special life, its special life, its separate 

soul. The poem ‘’Three years she grew in sun and shower” shows how nature has a distinct 

personality, and how she makes her entire world unite to educate Lucy. She is the poetic 

impression of an actual being, the form which the poet gives to the living spirit of God in the 

outward world: 

“Wisdom and spirit of the universe, 

Thou soul that art the Eternity of thought, 

And gives two forms and images a breath, 

And everlasting motion.” 

This is God, living, moving, and rejoicing in all his work “His dwelling is- 

The light of setting Suns, 

Add the round ocean and the living air, 

And the blue sky and in the mind of man.” 

The whole of the universe is thus permitted with one life, one soul. Nature is the reflection of the 

living God. S. A. Brooke rights,’’ Wordsworth conceived as a poet that Nature was alive. It had, 

he imagined one living soul which, entering flower, stream or mountain, gave them each a soul   

of their own. Between the spirit in nature and the mind of man. There was a prearranged 

harmony which enabled nature to communicate its own thoughts to man and man to reflect upon 

them, until an absolute union between there was established. 

William wordsworth poetry of men is marked by lofty idealism and undaunted optimism. He 

relates in the prelude how he had been led through his love of nature to honor man. Man apart 

from nature has no existence, but he is the very’’ life of her life.’’  Worthworth views the whole of 

human life from childhood to maturity. In childhood man is nearest to nature, he is an epitome 

of the grandness and beauty of the world. Wordsworth glorifies childhood. child is glad sensitive 

to nature because he comes straight from the creator of nature- 

“Our birth is but a sleep and forgetting, 

The soul that rises with us our life’s star, 

Heath had elsewhere its setting, 

And cometh from afar, 

Not in entire forgetfulness. 

And not in utter nakedness, 

But it is trailing clouds of glory do we come, 

From God, who is our home.” 
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These kinship with God and with nature, which glorifies childhood ought to exceed throught a 

man's whole life and ennoble it. He says,’’ child is the father of the man’.’ Wordsworth sums up 

his philosophy of childhood in Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early childhood 

and Tintern Abbey. William Wordsworth man is found at his best when he lives close to the heart 

of nature. He emphasizes the value of simplicity and intimate contact with nature. Men can 

elevate himself morally and spirituality, if he lives a life of primal simplicity in constant 

communion with nature, for nature is the best teacher. According to society materialism and the 

crowded unnatural life of cities tend to weaken and pervert humanity, and a return to natural 

and simple living is the only remedy for human wretchedness. This is what the poet points out 

in the sonnet The World is too much with us. He denounces the materials of his age in the 

following lines - 

“Plain living and high thinking are no more, 

The homely beauty of the good old cause, 

Is gone, our peace, our fearful innocence, 

And pure religion breathing household laws.” 

Wordsworth does not write about kings and Princess in his poetry, he's shows the greatness and 

dignity of human life in the character of the shepherds of the lake hills, the dales man, the beggars  

whom he had seen a spot of the wild scenery in which he lived ,and he mixed up their life with 

the  grandeur of nature and came to honor them as part of her being. Wordsworth poet the 

quality of strength, hope, endurance, simplicity, courage and determination. Which he finds in 

ordinary humanity. He treats nature and Humanity in the same way- 

“Love had he found in huts where poor men lie, 

His daily teachers had been Woods and rills, 

The silence that is in the starry sky, 

The sleep that is among the lively hills.” 
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