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ABSTRACT: 
                 The human race and environment are interwined and interdependent as the two side of the same coin.From 
birth to death ,the activities of human life take place in the environt.In the vast Hindu religion and culture,beginig from 
the vedic upto different puranas,natureas well as environment plays a significant role towards human civilization.But 
the human race continues to harm nature arbitrarily in order to meet its own needs,thereby created serious 
environmental crisis day to day.In this situation Environmental ethics plays important role in protecting the 
environment. 
   The main purpose of my research paper is to show how relevant our Hindu religion and culture in the discussion of 
Environmental ethics .The confluence of ethical principles of Hindu religion and culture offer profoundly relevant 
response to the Environmental issues and bring forth an Environmental ethics,which care for all natural entities with 
main focus of the relationship between man and environment.In various Hindu texts we find a kind of ethics that is not 
only human-centered but also other elements of the environment that are centered on plants,animals and even rivers 
etc. 
   KEYWORDS:Environmental ethics,Hindu religion,culture,Deep ecology,God,Goddessess.River,Temple. 

INTRODUCTION : 

                                        Environmental ethics is chiefly related with environment. Not only in our country, but in the 

entire world, elements of nature are the main resources. Environmental ethics consider the moral relationship between 

the humans and environment. It concerns not only the needs of each person today, but also of those who will come 

after us. It also concerns with the right of other living creatures that inhabit our cosmos. With environmental ethics, 

we can ensure that we can do our part to keep the environment and its resources safe and protected. Today, every 

individual needs to understand and realise the significance of environmental ethics. This should be a guiding principle 

for every individual to sustain for the future generation. But these resources are, nowadays, danger in some way or the 

other all over the globe. Our ignorance and sometimes, arrogance, are chief responsible factors for this environmental 

degradation. But as a social being, we the humans have our responsibilities. Our ethical sense drives us towards 

conservation of these valuable resources. We find there has been a continuous craze among us to do something with 

these natural elements. How can we change the attitude of human beings towards nature? Is religion the answer?  

                                       I believe that religions can evoke the awareness in persons that is different from scientific are 

technological reasoning. Religion helps make human beings aware that there are limits to their control over the 

animate and inanimate world and that their arrogance and manipulative power over nature can backfire. 
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Environmental issues in India:  

                                        There are many environmental issues in India and among them there are a few main factors that 

made the situation worse between 1947 and 1998. These are: 

(i) Pollution; 

(ii) Deforestation 

(iii) Climate change. 

 

 Objectives of the study:  

                        The present thesis analysis a hindu religion perspective on Environmental ethics with special 

references to early Hinduism. In doing so, I have been focused on the following issues: 

1) To study the concept of basic and non-basic rights, morals deontological and teleological ethical 

perspective. 

2) To understand, earth is not only place for the human beings but all the other elements both living and non-

living. 

3) To discuss the important role of hindu religion to protect the environmental crisis. 

4) In order to understand the influence of religion on environmental ethics, we must understand both the 

religious texts as well as inquire into the tradition that goes into the making of religious. 

5) To see whether the religious concept can be utilized in environmental ethics. 

Methodology of study: 

                                              This research in an attempt to present hindu religious perspective on environmental ethics 

with special reference to early and ancient hindu scriptures. Here we can find vast literature on hind environmental 

ethics in many of its scriptures. Among the hindu scriptures, upanisad, and Bhagavad Gita are having more vital 

essences, which provide enough resources concerning environment. And here I include the last census report of hindus 

in India.  

 Deep ecology and general ethics: 

                                              We the human beings are the part of larger ecosystem. With the help of science we are more 

developed and we are more developed and more advanced creature of the earth. Therefore it is our moral 

responsibility to protect the welfare of human and the non-human entities of this eco-system. This philosophy is often 

termed “deep ecology”, or environmental ethics”. Ecological ethics is based on the idea that non-human parts of the 

environment deserve to be protected for their own regards. Many supporters of this philosophy have extended their 

will in this point. 

(i) The wellbeing and flourishing of human and non-human life on earth have value in themselves. These 

values have independence of usefulness of the non-human world for human purposes. 

(ii) Richness and diversity of life forms contribute to the realisation of these values and have values in 

themselves.  

(iii) Humans have no right to reduce richness. 

(iv) The present human interference with the non human world is excessive and the situation is rapidly turning 

worse. 

(v) Therefore the policies must be changed to protect the ecosystem.  
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                                                   Thus an ecological ethicist would claim that the welfare of, at least some non-humans, 

intrinsic value. It means that environment is worthwhile in itself. It is not an instrument to be used as a means to an 

end. And because of this intrinsic value, we, the humans, must exercise a duty to respect and protect them. There are 

the moral theories supporting the nature. We have three theories which are plausible system to natural components 

and beings. These are:- 

 Utilitarianism. 

 Virtue ethics. 

 Deontology. 

 

 Cognizance towards Nature under the light of Hindu mythology and religious scriptures 

                                                   General ethics can be confirmed with concerned theories. But religious ethics is always 

obligatory to their respective scriptures. Vedas are the basic text of Hinduism. It contains the value of nature and its 

intrinsic capacity. Vedic Hinduism expresses concern for nature by proving a metaphysical communion between the 

humans and the non-humans. The Vedas speak of an inexplicable unity of creation and mysterious interconnectedness 

of everything to everything else. It is this that makes each and everything worthy of moral consideration.  

                                                    India is the cradle of various religious sects. Hinduism being the primitive of all pervades 

in complete socio-cultural harmony. Reverence for the Nature and her creation are the unifying ethical principle in 

most of the religions of India. They have kept Nature far above man. Our ancient people learned to live with five basic 

elements of Nature: earth, water, air, light and cosmos; and had worshipped them in practically in reality and even 

symbolically. We may get loads of information about the relationship between man and Nature and human behaviour 

and indebtedness towards Nature from the writing in the ancient Indian treatise and literature. The Vedas, the 

Upanishada, the Bhagbad Geeta;-- are all religious resources in India.  

                                                     It has been a tradition of ancient India to protect all components and resources of Nature. 

The religious cult of India has always valued the forest, the mountains, the rivers, the seas, the trees-plants and animals. 

Besides these, the indigenous tribal cultures have also absorbed the images of pagan Gods and Goddesses. The pupil 

trees is consider as another form of lord Krishna. The tulsi trees is grown in every house of India. People valued certain 

species and plants as they are valuable for their fruits and flowers. Many plants are used as medicinal resources. A 

number of animal species are generated as the bahan or vehicle of different gods and goddesses, on which they are 

set to travel through cosmos. As per Indian mythology, the elephant is associated with Ganesa. The elephant headed 

Ganesa is also associated with rat. The loard Bishnu is related with eagle. Loard Rama is having relationship with 

monkey. The lion is associated with the goddess Durga etc. In this way there are many examples. The conventional 

societies of the past conveyed the message to protect nature. 

                                                     Environmental ethics acquires a vital significance in hindus scriptures. Bhagvad Gita and 

other text of Hinduism support the environmental ethics. Verse 6:29 of Bhagvad Gita is very related to environmental 

ethics- “Sarvabhutastham atmanam Sarvabhutam catmani iksathe yogayuktatma sarvatra samadarsana. 

 In another example- “A person who is engaged in killing creatures, polluting water and ponds and tanks, and destroying 

gardens, certainly goes to hell” 

                                                                                                                   [ Padmapurana, Bhumikananda, 96:7-8] 
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An intensive study of the ancient Hindu scriptures like the Vedas and the Vedantas reveal the fact 

that God himself has descended here in this Universe in the name of the Avatars i.e Matsya, 

Kurma, Varaha, Narasimha, Bamana, Porsurama, etc. Among this Avatars , the Avatars 

Matsya,Kurma, Varaha, Narasimha should draw our special attention in this regard, we are 

informed here fishes tortoises, boars and half man /half lion etc are not mere creations but these 

are the persona of God, the creature himself. The creature is in the creation itself. We see these 

creations appealing at different times to the dominant power, the humanity  to save it for the sake the universe itself. 

So, what happens? The creature is in creations and saving the creation its somehow saving the creator himself. 

           

But nowadays people have forgotten their old tradition to live in harmony with nature and protecting natural resources 

.In ancient movement man coexisted by natural components .But slowly he starts to think that whole universe is meant 

for men and he is the master.Previously he care about environment in which he lives because he loved the everything 

in the nature .but as the age of technical progressed tthat attitude of man towards nature deteriorating and  he has 

forgotten the importance of nature. 

 3.Synthesis between natural-environmental ethics and Hinduism ;it’s present day deterioration and socio-religious 

policies to be implemented for the revival(in the perspective of River pollution and rapid deforestation):- 

1.Way out of the revival ecology from the Hindu perspective: 

  Hindu religion and Hindu mythology have always worshiped many a number of rivers as goddesses and Mother.It has 

glorified these rivers into a sublime and status,-the Holy Ganga is the most prominent of all.Most of the holy places 

and the most aspired temples and Ashramas have been set up beside large or small rivers,be it Varanasi,or 

Omkareshwar.Below,there is a clear list of a few of them. 

 

Temple/Holy places Rivers 

Kashi-Viswanath Temple The ganga 

Kalighat Hoogly 

Hrishikesh The Ganga 

Sri Rangam temple Kavery 

Omkareshwar temple Narmada 

Kamakshya temple Brahmaputra 

                       The list will be long to be completed in short.All these rivers are also believed to have the sacred power 

to erase all the sins and evils from human body and soul if one dips into them.But a closer look will shatter this faith.All 

these rivers,including the Ganga,have been constantly polluted with the wastes of cities and industrial hubs.So,people 

who are worshipping these rivers religiously important rivers as mother or as goddesses,are,on the other  hand,robbing 

them of their sanctity.Goverments have also been passing bills into laws for the revival of the Holy Ganga.”The Ganga 

Action Plan,1986’’is one of them.But least have been implemented.Ritualistic attitude has become the ‘be all and the 

be end’of religions.Insight and lack of insight are the key factors behind this.so,proper idea of Hinduism,if preached 

among the disciples,will act as the most powerful machinery to nourish environmental ethics of men.The only,men will 

keep such rivers clean from unnecessary wastes and keep maintaining them sacred a new.Thus ,man’s ethical 

awareness is one of the key saviours of environment. 
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2.Importance of Hindu Pantheistic Tapavanam culture: 

 There is a basic difference between “Hindutva” and “Hinduism”. If Hindutva promotes communally biased aggression, 

the later is the emblem of ‘way of life’ and ‘peace and love’. If Hinduism preaches the communion of souls and 

amalgamation of soul and the cosmic world, Hindutva is the very defective interpretation of the same. The later 

manifests the pseudo-pride of one particular religion over the other ones. As a result, Hinditva brings out a deformed 

way of life, which results into religious intolerance, communal violence, riot etc. 

One the other hand, if we look into the contemporary concept of religion, we can easily trace that Hinduism, like most 

of the religions throughout the world, has been chiefly centred into some festivals and merriments. Once, men had a 

common fear towards natural phenomena, - like thunder, storm, rain, flood, diseases, wild beasts etc. Therefrom, men 

has given these absurd entities concrete dimensions in the form of idols, such as lord Vishnu, Varuna, Lord Shiva, 

Shitala, Goddess Durga, Goddess Kaali etc. Right from then, man’s fear and faith coexists towards these entities and 

down the ages, it has been concentrated into cheap idolatry. Now, religion has been compressed only within a tiny 

sanctum, called ‘Temple’. Whereas, this faith and worshipping would have to be oriented towards Nature, as it once 

had been.  

But this is high time to remould the idea of religion and to revive the olden idea of it. Hinduism is not at all a doctrine 

of idolatry; rather it communes life with mother Nature. In this respect, a clear sense of pantheistic creed is visible in 

this religion, where man’s contemplative soul transcends into the faculties of Natural environment. It teaches us 

meditation which is the best medication of life. But this can never be possible in this prosaic artificial world surrounded 

by the grey sky-scrappers. As crops can never be cultivated in the concrete floor, likewise, the real fruit of religion, 

Hinduism in particular, oozes only in healthy environment. There lies the need of the concept of “Tapavanam” culture.  

Here comes the biggest challenge to turn the modern cities into charming forestry only for the sake of the formation 

of ‘Tapavanam’ and practice Hinduism. But one thing can be done for the interest of both ends – ancient idea of 

Hinduism and modernism. As it had been surveyed in the census in the first decade of this century, the number of 

Hindu temples and other religious establishments counts no less than two million. This number has been substantially 

increased more and more by now. Had all these been set up against full greenery! Had there been two million organised 

forestry under religious protection! But this an extreme Utopian ambition which can never be possible. If, at least 

twenty  thousand temples or Hindu abbeys would have such forestry, it might be a much promising step towards man’s 

orientation to Nature. This is why, environmental ethics is very essential to make this come true. 

CONCLUSION: 

However not all environmental thinkers would agree with the hindu conception of discipline and  the ideal of realization 

as necessary requirement of environmental ethics .From the above discussions we may note religious teachings have 

contributed significantly to environmental ethics .And this environmental ethics is applied well keeping in viewed the 

practical problems related to it. 
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